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Above:  
Omatsuri Chairperson, Ted Wada 
 

Together, we have completed another 

very successful Japanese Festival, 
Omatsuri-2017. The August weather was 
perfect, the crowd was enthusiastic, the 
entertainment was exciting, the food was 
delicious and well managed, the cultural 
demonstrations were interesting, the 
market was full of people, and the kids’ 
corner was popular all day.  

I’ve heard from more than 
several people that this was the best 
organized festival anywhere. What a 
wonderful compliment that was given to 
all of you! 

  

 

 

 

 

The success of the festival is 
dependent on volunteer commitment, 
the organizing committee spent months 
planning and re-planning from the top to 
the bottom, examining the finest details 
to make sure all guests go home with a 
positive experience.  Again, as I mention 
every year, it is you - all volunteers, 
planning committee members, set-up 
crews on Thursday and Friday, team 
leaders and workers on festival day, 
those who stayed after the festival for 
take-down, clean-up crew on Sunday and 
Monday, fascinating and talented 
entertainers and cultural demonstrators; 
that the Omatsuri's success truly belongs 
to.   

 

 “Omatsuri” continued on Page 4. 
 

 
 

LOCATED AT 

CALGARY NIKKEI CULTURAL 
& SENIORS CENTRE 

2236 – 29th Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta   T3E 2K2 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Friday 
8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Closed Weekends & Holidays 

(Subject to change.) 
 

CONTACT US 

Office Administrator: Mari Sasaki 
TEL:  (403) 242-4143 

FAX:  1 (888) 367-7549 
EMAIL:  cjcamain@shaw.ca 

WEBSITE: 

www.calgaryjca.com 
 

“O Matsuri EH!” 
 

Together at Omatsuri Festival 2017  
by Ted Wada 

mailto:cjcamain@shaw.ca
http://www.calgaryjca.com/
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2017 - 2018 
CJCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT, Roger Teshima 

rteshima.cjca@shaw.ca 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT, Maureen Coleman 

TREASURER, Shirley Shigematsu 

SECRETARY, Harvey Tanaka 

PAST-PRESIDENT, Joanne Planidin 

 

DIRECTORS  

Chris Booth 

Tomoko Button 

Yukiko Moriya 

Rocky Oishi 

Yoshiko Planidin 

Kiyomi Planidin Wong 

Yoshio Sumiya 

 

COMMUNITY & SENIORS 
FOUNDATION BOARD 

PRESIDENT, Brenda Nugent  

TREASURER, Margaret Tanaka 

SECRETARY, Christine Nugent 

 

DIRECTORS  
Paul Jetté 

Allan Okabe 
 

SUPPORT SERVICES 

ADVERTISING, Bob Planidin 

LIBRARY, NJCA-Japanese 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, Pat Jetté 

WEBMASTER, Allan Okabe 

 

CONTACT 

Directors may be contacted 
through: 

cjcamain@shaw.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo:   
Omatsuri 2017 - On behalf of the CJCA, 
President Roger Teshima accepts a 
woodblock print created by Mr. Koji Yuki, 
Head of the Ainu Art Project. 
 

We are well underway with our fall 

activities and your Board of Directors 
have spent much time discussing, 
planning, and organizing events for the 
coming months. At our October Board 
meeting, key committees were identified 
and Board representatives were named. 
We are asking for the members of the 
Community Association to sit on the 
various committees to help organize our 
future events. If you have a particular 
interest in any of these areas or can 
simply lend a helping hand, we would 
appreciate your involvement. This is your 
opportunity to be directly involved with 
the operation of CJCA.  

Here are a list of committees 
that will be operating this year: 
 

Facilities: 
 Kitchen Renovations  
 Audio Visual  

Communication  

Membership  

Volunteer  

Centre Showcases & Artifacts  

Events: 
 Stampede Breakfast  
 Keiro-kai  

 Omatsuri  
 Fund Raising  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
If you have experience or an interest in 
any of the committees listed, please 
submit your name and contact 
information to Mari or to me. 

Please note that there will be 
changes to 2 major events this coming 
year. The AGM will be held in early April 
so expect to see notices regarding the 
meeting in the next newsletter and 
posters in the Centre. This year’s Keiro-
kai will be held in late May rather than 
during the cold month of January.  

 

CJCA Casino 2018:  January 9 & 10 

Kevin Okabe is the chair of this casino 
and as always, a number of CJCA 
members will be asked to volunteer their 
time and services. Our involvement with 
the casino as a fund raising venture is 
essential to the operational budget of 
CJCA. 
 

In closing, I want to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. May your holiday season be 
filled with wonderful times with 

family and friends. 
 

REMINDER 

Just a friendly reminder that the  

2018 CJCA Membership form is 

located at the back of the 

newsletter! 

 

 
 
 

President’s Report 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Roger Teshima 

mailto:rteshima.cjca@shaw.ca
mailto:cjcamain@shaw.ca
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NAJC AGM & Conference 
Ottawa 2017 September 23 – 24 
by Roger Teshima 

This year’s AGM & Conference was hosted by 

the Ottawa Japanese Canadian Association 
and was held in the stunning Canadian 
Museum of History located across the Ottawa 
River from the Parliament Buildings in 
Gatineau, Quebec. This museum’s architect is 
Calgary’s own Douglas Cardinal.  

I was proud to represent CJCA as its 
delegate to the AGM, with Harvey Tanaka as 
the alternate. Also attending from the Board 
were Maureen Coleman, Shirley Shigematsu, 
Joanne Planidin and Kiyomi Planidin Wong.  

The day prior to the start of the 
AGM/Conference on Saturday, Harvey and I, 
as representatives of CJCA, were invited to a 
reception hosted by His Excellency, Kenjiro 
Monji, the Ambassador of Japan to Canada. 
Harvey and I, as good guests, were very 
appreciative of the sumptuous food and drink. 
The AGM began early Saturday morning and 
our local Board colleagues sat in to hear the 
proceedings of the National Association. 
Even our national organization is feeling the 
financial crunch as they are looking at cost-
cutting initiatives in an attempt to become a 
more efficient but effective organization. One 
such measure that was presented to the 
delegates was to move away from the annual 
conference and perhaps reconvene every two 
or three years. It was also proposed that the 
AGM be conducted via video-conferencing. 
This would be a huge cost savings but would 
sacrifice the person-to-person contact that 
has been so valuable.  

Once the AGM was adjourned 
Saturday morning, the conference sessions 
got underway. The sessions were presented 
within four themes: 

1) The Past – Find a New home: Postwar 
Relocation to the East 
2) The Present: Being ‘Japanese’ and being 
‘Canadian’. How Both Identities Have 
Influenced My Life. 
3) The Future: Facilitating Clear and 
Effective Communication for Productive, 
Positive, and Respectful Inter-generational 
Relations. 
4) New Immigrants from Japan: Discussion 
About New Immigrants 

 

The Gala Dinner on Saturday night was held in 
the Northern Salon of the Canadian Museum 
of History. The emcee was a Montreal CTV 
news anchor, Mutsumi Takahashi.  

The keynote speaker was Peter Shinkoda, a 
television and film actor. We were 
entertained by Taiko and Indigenous 
drummers, who combined in a number to 
offer an unusual and very entertaining 
performance. 

The conference concluded early 
Sunday afternoon.  We said our goodbyes to 
the delegates and attendees of the 
conference and made promises of meeting 
again at next year’s AGM and Conference in 
Winnipeg. Next year is the 30th anniversary of 
the Redress and the historic event will be 
remembered at the conference. 

I returned to Calgary with a better 
sense of the work done by NAJC and their role 
in keeping connected Japanese Canadians, 
who are scattered across our nation. In many 
ways, our own community association is not 
that much different than the others across our 
country. We share the same concerns about 
keeping the Japanese culture alive and 
relevant to our ever-changing population. 
Having met many attendees from other cities, 
we have started a relationship, which we can 
build and rely upon as we work to better serve 
our community associations.  

 

 

Japanese Canadian Young 
Leaders Conference and Nat’l 
AGM & Conference Ottawa 
by Kiyomi Planidin Wong 

This year’s National AGM and Conference 

was held in Gatineau, QC at the Canadian 
Museum of History and on the traditional 
territory of the Algonquin Anishnaabeg 
people.  

 
Although the picture attached does not have 
us all in it, there was a record 32 registered 
participants for the Young Leaders portion of 
the conference.  

This year’s theme focused on the 
“Past, Present and Future” which was 
facilitated through some panel discussions 
and interactive sessions. The “future” session, 
hosted by the Young Leaders, was an 
interactive session lead by coach Garry 
Watanabe around Clear and Effective 
Communication and was followed up by the 
first ever session specifically focused on new 
immigrants.  

 

The weekend was jam-packed with 
a lot of discussion, reflection, networking and 
learning. Representing Calgary were Becca 
Schieren, Chad Pickerell and Kiyomi Planidin. 
We had a very diverse and energetic group 
again this year from cities across Canada from 
Victoria to Nova Scotia. It’s always a fantastic 
opportunity to get to meet new people and 
see some familiar faces again. The Young 
Leaders had some great opportunities this 
year to take part in the conference sessions 
that were offered as well as to get together as 
a group and brainstorm where we feel that 
the Young Leaders fit within the larger 
organization and what we see the relationship 
continuing to develop into.  

Throughout the conference we 
were able to share thoughts and experiences 
and through this, three key challenges were 
identified: 

 

1. Individual identity - We come from varying 
backgrounds and most of us are only half or 
even a quarter Japanese. Young Japanese 
Canadians today face a different set of 
challenges than previous generations; growing 
up after the internment and post-redress. 
There is a challenge in trying to define our 
identity for ourselves instead of being told 
what it means to be Japanese Canadian.  
2. Relationships between JC Young 
Leaders - One of the most important points 
was the need to create a network of young 
Japanese Canadians. Having the opportunity 
to meet others with similar interests and 
backgrounds is so important in order to 
maintain, and grow the future community. A 
challenge in being spread out across the 
country is needing a way to connect and be 
able to sustain these relationships once back in 
our respective cities. There is also a need to get 
new young leaders involved and to keep them 
interested.  
We need a safe space where they can share 
ideas, learn from each other and build new 
friendships. 
3. Relationships amongst other JC groups 
and generations - As we build relationships 
between each other, we understand the desire 
to build connections between the older 
generations as well as the NAJC organization. 
Learning from the experience and knowledge 
from generations before us is an important 
piece in order to pass down and continue 
traditions. Questions were raised about the 
future of young Japanese Canadians and the 
NAJC. What are the NAJC's expectations of YL 
and where do we fit in with the organization? 
What is our value to the NAJC and what is the 
value of the NAJC to us? Young leaders 
expressed their desire to be more involved with 
the community and to be able to bring new 
ideas towards the organization but feel like 
their voices become muffled or diluted.  
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We do not want to just be observers but to be 
active participants who receive mutual respect 
and are taken seriously. However, there is a 
growing fear that the older generation or the 
organization will feel like we are trying to take 
over when in reality we just want to help and 
work together to create a future for everyone.  

All-in-all a spectacular conference. 
2018 will be held in Winnipeg, MB to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of Redress. In the 
meantime, the desire to move the needle and 
come with some tangible action items to the 
next conference was identified. We hope to 
hold some more regional get-togethers over 
the next few months as we leverage off of the 
excitement from this year and anticipation of 
next year's conference. If you’d like to join the 
conversation or are interested in getting 
involved please shoot us a note at 
ask.jcyl@gmail.com or find us on Facebook: 
JCYoungLeaders Calgary. 

A special THANK YOU to Kevin 
Okabe, Sparrowhawk Photos for your support 
of the Young Leaders in Calgary. Your 
generous donation to help subsidize travel for 
the Young Leaders to attend the conference 
this year was so appreciated.  
 

Atsuko Tanaka –  
Olympic Ski Jumper-  
Recipient of NAJC SEAD Grant 
by Shirley Shigematsu 

Atsuko Tanaka is the sole recipient of the 

National Association of Japanese Canadians 
(NAJC) Sport, Education, Arts Development 
(SEAD) grant in 2017.  Atsuko and her parents, 
Sachiko and Shinya Tanaka met the NAJC 
Executive Council in Calgary in May 2017 
where she received the good news.  Pictured 
is Shinya, Sachiko, Atsuko and Dave Mitsui, 
President of NAJC.  

 
Photo courtesy: Lorene Oikawa,  
Vice-President NAJC 

Atsuko is a senior member of the 
Canadian National Ski Jumping Team and has 
competed internationally for the past 11 years 
under the Altius Nordic Ski Club based in 
Calgary.  She is the team representative at 
meetings with the Canadian Olympic 
Committee and Olympic volunteer events 
and acts as a role model and leader to the 
younger members of the team.   

Atsuko was one of two athletes 
representing Canada in the inaugural 
Women’s ski jumping event during the 2014 
Sochi Winter Olympics.  Following her return 
to Calgary from the Winter Olympics, CJCA 
was most fortunate to have Atsuko as the 
guest speaker at the AGM where she talked 
about her Olympic experience and the battle 
to get the Women’s ski jumping event into the 
Olympics.  We also learned about her foray as 
a youngster into a sport that makes most of us 
cringe just watching it, her family connection 
to the sport and the Olympics and her desire 
to participate in another Winter Olympics.  In 
spite of injuries and lack of funding, Atsuko 
chose to dedicate another four years of her 
life to train, compete and qualify for the 2018 
Winter Olympics to be held in PyeongChang, 
South Korea.  Because Ski Jumping Canada 
receives zero financial assistance from Own 
the Podium, which is the leader when it comes 
to financial support for many teams across 
Canada, Atsuko works two jobs to help fund 
her career while also training full time as a 
national athlete.  It takes countless hours of 
training, blood, sweat and tears, sacrifices 
and dedication for an athlete to accomplish 
what Atsuko has accomplished in her sporting 
career and she is an inspiration to us all.  It also 
requires an equal amount of dedication and 
support from her family.  

All of Atsuko and her family’s efforts 
have not gone unnoticed and NAJC 
recognized Atsuko’s achievements and 
accomplishments by selecting her to be the 
sole 2017 recipient of the SEAD grant.  
Congratulations to Atsuko and her family. 

CJCA is so fortunate and proud to 
have the Tanaka family as members in the 
Calgary community and certainly wish all the 
best for Atsuko on her road to the 2018 
Olympics.  We’re rooting for you, Atsuko. 
 

FACILITY IMPOVEMENTS 
by Roger Teshima 

The garden retaining wall, bamboo fence, 

and the upgrade to the landing on the 
fourplex side of the wall was a huge project 
that occurred this past summer. A project of 
this magnitude doesn’t just happen without a 
great deal of thought and planning, and more 
importantly, someone who has been willing 
to step up to take charge and to take on the 
responsibility for the project. Full credit has to 
go to Maureen Coleman, who along with 
John, guided the replacement of the wall and 
fence to its conclusion. I drove by the site 
several times in August to see the progress. 
Special thanks from all of us in CJCA must go 
to John Coleman, Doug Ohama, Rocky Oishi, 
and Jim Gorman.  
 

“Omatsuri” continued 

 
This year’s special guests from out of town 
included:  the Ainu art project, all the way 
from Hokkaido just for our Omatsuri, a 
courtesy of the Consulate-General of Japan, 
Minyo dancers and Hibikiya drummers from 
Lethbridge, last minute guest drummers from 
Edmonton.  Festival entertainment was well 
rounded out with many local talents. All were 
greatly appreciated. The artistic cultural 
demonstrations such as flower arrangements, 
traditional calligraphy and kimono 
demonstrations, etc. were true highlights of 
the indoor entertainment.  

Sake-Gami organized and donated 
the Kagami-Biraki opening ceremony, as they 
have done every year, another highlight on 
the outdoor stage. 

We had wonderful support from the 
City of Calgary, The Max Bell management 
and staff, the Consulate-General of Japan and 
the numerous cash and in-kind sponsors. 
Some of our donors upped their donations 
this year in spite of the current economic 
conditions in our city. We truly appreciate 
their generosity. 

By now, all of us volunteers have 
become quite familiar with some of the 
committee members, but two names stand 
out among them, Ruth Nagata, who 
contacted every one of you; and Doug 
Ohama, who mapped out every inch of the 
Max Bell Centre many times over and 
arranged for necessary equipment. Thank you 
very much, both of you. And of course thank 
you, each and every one of you, for all that 
you have done for this great community of 
ours. Please enjoy this short 2 minute 30 
second video created by Ryan Logan from this 
year’s festival: 
https://youtu.be/rbN25llZ8V8 

 

Mark your calendar, everyone!  

OMATSURI 2018 

Saturday, August 11, 2018 
Location:  MAX BELL CENTRE 

The committee is planning on a great event 
again so be a part of it. Volunteer, entertain 

or just come with family and friends.  
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 
 

https://youtu.be/rbN25llZ8V8
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LONG-LIFE 

 

KOTOBUKI KAI 
by Lorraine McNeill  
 

CALGARY KOTOBUKI SOCIETY 
2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT, Kathrine Nugent 

PAST-PRESIDENT, Bill Toyota 

VICE-PRESIDENT, Tetsuo Wada 

TREASURER, Albert Nawata 

SECRETARY, Tobie Sakamoto 

DIRECTORS  

Nancy Kondo 
Ruth Nagata 
Satomi Okabe 

Haruyo Onishi 
Patricia Sakura 
Tom Uyeno 
Kathleen Wall 

 
 

Kotobuki commenced on September 

13th after the summer break though 
many members were kept busy over the 
summer months volunteering at events 
such as Stampede breakfast and 
Omatsuri. 

Ruth Nagai reports that the 
membership is at 120, with 19 honorary 
(those over 90) members. The average 
age for this group is now at 80! Members 
are encouraged to invite friends to join 
and participate in the activities and 
establish new friendships with this active 
and welcoming group. 

Congratulations to those who continue 
to participate in tai chi, chair exercises, 
line dance yoga and odori each week and 
those involved in mah jong, bridge, 
karaoke, and those in the conversational 
Japanese and English classes, who strive 
to improve their language skills. 

Health watch with nurses 
Maureen, Lenore, Sadie, Tobie and Chris 
are much appreciated at the end of each 
month as well as Foot Clinic with Dr. 
Nakai.  Please note there will be no foot 
care in January but will commence the 
first Wednesday of each month starting 
February 07, 2018. 

September ended with a 
delicious Pot Luck Lunch organized by 
Toban D. Kotobuki’s always puts on a 
feast for the senses! 

The craft on October 11th 
prepared by Toban A had many ladies 
using their skills making flower brooches 
made with newspaper ads. Thanks to 
Chieko (Hiraga) and her group as it 
required much preparation so members 
could enjoy this craft making. The mah 
jong group and the bridge players were 
also enjoying their time together at the 
tables organized by Dave Horiguchi. 
Peggy’s line dance music had everyone in 
the building moving to her lively mambo 
beat.  

 
October 11, Nellie Pintus and her team 
from the Calgary Co-operative Memorial 
Society. This organization was started in 
1966 by a group of individuals who 
wanted economically priced funerals and 
with a lifetime fee of $40.00, will lessen 
the cost for families. They can be reached 
at (403) 248-2044 or by email at 
www.calgarymemorial.com.  Thank you 
to Nellie and her group for making our 
members aware of this service. 

 
 

 
 

 

The last Wednesday in October featured 
a special Halloween dress up day with 
lots of Halloween goodies. Seventy-five 
members enjoyed a delicious bento from 
Kinjo’s Restaurant organized by Toban D. 
This was followed by a special Halloween 
bingo called by Robert and Dave. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Ruth Nagai would like to remind all 
members of the Membership 
registration for 2018.  Kotobuki will be 
collecting the 2018 Kotobuki 
membership fees on Wednesday, 
November 1st and Wednesday, 
November 8th. The membership fee 
remains at $10.00 per member. If you 
are unable to attend on Wednesday, 
you may mail in your renewal to:  
 

Calgary Kotobuki Society, 
Attention: Membership, 

2236 -29th St. SW., 
Calgary, AB T3E 2K2 

 

Kotobuki will break for the 
holidays on December 13th with a 
Christmas luncheon at Grey Eagle Casino 
and commence on January 10 with an 
Ozoni lunch prepared by Mr. Yokoyama 
aided by Toban C. 

 

Upcoming Events: 
November 5 - Sunday from 12:00 to 
3:00 pm Volunteer Appreciation 

December 6 - Nakagama’s at Centre 
December 6 - Recognition of Special 
Birthdays & Anniversaries and 
luncheon at Kotobuki 

December 8 - Friday at 6:00 pm 
Film “Allegiance” at Eau Claire 
December 10 - Sunday at Centre, 

Mochi Making Party 
January 10 – Kotobuki resumes 
January 27 (tentative date) – Stage 
West 
April 21 – Sakura Tea 

 

http://www.calgary/
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Thank you again to all organizers, 
instructors and team leaders for your 
efforts in making Kotobuki an active 
and enjoyable Club. 
 

BREAKING NEWS… 

Mutant Zucchinis! 

 
Mr. Koyanagi (right) shared his 
bumper crop this fall! 

 
Mari’s Zucchini Rice Quiche  

Ingredients: 
Zucchini: 1 cup (shredded) 
Carrot: 50 g 
Onion: 100 g 
Bacon: 1 slice 
Steamed Rice: 1 rice bowl (Leftover rice 
is OK!!) 
Eggs: 3 
Milk: 100 ml 
Cherry tomatoes: as much as you like 
Cheese: as much as you like 
Salt & pepper 
 
1. Preheat oven 200 degrees 
2. All veggies & bacon chopped into 
small pieces 
3. Lightly stir- fry veggies & bacon 
4. Mix rice, eggs, milk, salt & pepper in a 
bowl. Put veggies & bacon and mix 
again 
5. Place in a quiche dish or pie plate. 
Sprinkle cheese and tomatoes. 
6. Bake for 20 minutes. 
 
 

IN MEMORY 
The Calgary Nikkei community 
is saddened by the passing of: 
by Roy Nagata 

 

 
 

 
TAKAHASHI, Toshi (née Iyobe) 
March 24, 1929 - Japan 
September 29, 2017 – Calgary, Alberta 

Toshi Takahashi of Calgary, Alberta, 

passed away peacefully on Friday, 
September 29, 2017 at the age of 88. 
Toshi was born in Nemuro, a small fishing 
village in Hokkaido, Japan. She married 
Tomeo in 1955 and together they moved 
to Raymond, Alberta in 1960, then on to 
Calgary in 1964. With the intent of 
returning to Japan after two years, she 
ended up having fifty-seven wonderful 
years raising a family and enjoying life in 
Alberta. She loved gardening, cooking, 
singing and spending time with her many 
friends at the Calgary Japanese Karaoke 
and Seniors Kotobuki club.  

Toshi is survived by her three 
children Yuri (John), Tony (Suzanne), and 
Naomi (Charlie); five grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren; her sisters, 
Yasuko and Hiroko; as well as several 
nieces and nephews in Japan. She was 
predeceased by her husband Tomeo in 
2004. The family wishes to thank the 5th 
floor staff at Bow View Manor for their 
kindness and care during her stay. 

 
 
 

MARUYAMA, Lorraine 
June 6, 1948 – Calgary, Alberta 
October 15, 2017 - Calgary, Alberta 

Lorraine passed away peacefully at 

Agape Hospice in Calgary after a brief, 
yet a courageous battle with cancer. 
Lorraine was born, raised and lived her 
entire life in Calgary. She recently 
celebrated her 50th wedding anniversary 
in June. Lorraine is survived by her 
husband Wayne; daughter Carla; 
daughter Maiko and her husband 
Christopher Smith; her sister Shirley and 
her husband Ken Wilson. 
 

We extend our heartfelt condolences 
to the families. 

 

 

Donations & Gifts 
by Roger Teshima 

 

As regular visitors to our Centre, you can see 

the variety of items that are on display in our 
showcases. You will also see that we have 
very limited space to house all the artifacts. 
We are hoping to begin examining our 
displays and create a plan to organize the 
items. Due to the increasing size of our 
collection, a committee will be given the task 
of re-organizing our display cases. Some 
items that are on display may be replaced by 
more recent items which have come into our 
possession. We cannot possibly display 
everything, otherwise items will not receive 
the space and setting which would best show 
the items. It will be our objective to display 
artifacts that best reflect and highlight the 
Japanese culture. Although the Centre is here 
primarily for the use of the CJCA, it is a 
building open to the public. We want to 
prepare the building, the grounds and 
displays to welcome all users and guests. 

This past year we have received a 
number of items, including the above Ainu 
carving donated by Bob Hansell in honour of 
Tom Kuwahara.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for this committee, please let 
Mari know and she will pass on your name to 
the appropriate committee head. 
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NOVEMBER 
 

 
CRAFT SALE & FOOD BAZAAR 

Sunday, November 12, 2017  
(NOTE: Originally November 19.) 

Time:  11 am to 3 pm 

Contact:  Taeko Nagao 
(403) 650-7634 or 
ntaeko@telus.net 

DECEMBER 

 
MOCHI PARTY! 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
 

 
KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 

Time:  1 to 3 pm 
 

ATTENTION: 

CJCA Kids Winter Camp 2017  
HAS BEEN CANCELLED!! 

 

2018 
 

 
Mame-maki/Thanks Day 
Saturday, February 3, 2018 

Time:  3 - 4 pm 

 
Hinamatsuri Party 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

Time:  1 - 2:30 pm 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 
 

 
CJCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 
 
 

 
(KOTOBUKI) 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 
 

MAY is ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH 
KIMONO FAIR 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 
Time:  10 am to 2 pm 

 

KEIRO-KAI 
May 2018 - To be announced. 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

(Activities held at the Centre  
unless otherwise specified.) 

 

mailto:ntaeko@telus.net
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MONDAY 

 
CJCA KARAOKE CLUB 

Starting:  January 15, 2018 
Time:  Noon to 3 pm 
(Bring your own lunch.)  

The CJCA Karaoke Club have a large 
collection of Japanese songs and  

some English songs too.  
Join us and sing your heart out! 

Contact:  Ted Wada 
(403) 278-8061  

or tgwada@ymail.com 
 

 
SHUJI (CALLIGRAPHY) CLUB 

Starting:  January 
(The first & the third Monday.)  

Time: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm,  
at Nikkei Centre (Basement) 

- Age over 55 years  

- Beginners welcome! 
To Register & details –  

Please contact: 
Hideko Moroto at (403) 226-5226 

or hideko@moroto,ca 
 

MIDNIGHT TAIKO KAI  
(Drumming - Evenings) 
Starting:  Year-round 

Monday & alternate Thursday  

President:  Ben Lim 
Booking Info:  T.L. Krezanoski 
bookings@midnight-taiko.ca 

Website: www.midnight-taiko.ca 
https://www.calgaryjca.com/copy-of-

events) 

TUESDAY 

 
KAEDE NO KAI (Odori/Dance) 

Starting:  January 9, 2018 
Time:  7 to 9 pm (& Saturday) 

Instructor:  Joanne Planidin 

kaedenokai@gmail.com 
 

WEDNESDAY 

KOTOBUKI KAI (Seniors) 
Starting:  January 10, 2018 

President:  Kathrine Nugent 
(403) 242-4691  

or knugent@hotmail.ca 
 

CJCA RENSHIKAN KARATE CLUB 
Starting:  Year-round 

6 to 8 pm (& Saturday 9 to 10 am) 
Instructor:  Seichi “Sey” Yamashiro 

Contact:  cjcsdcbyama@shaw.ca 
 
 

 

 

ABACUS (SOROBAN) 
Classes are year round! 

Starting:  January 10, 2018 
When:  Wednesday  
Time:  4 to 7 pm 

Location: Nikkei Centre (Basement) 
For information & registration, 

please contact:   
Takayuki Hatakeyama at 

sorobancalgary@gmail.com 
(403) 667-5884 or 

http://abacuscalgary.com 

 

THURSDAY 

 
SOGETSU IKEBANA GROUP 

Starting:  January  
(Bi-weekly) 

Time:  6 to 9 pm  
Instructor:  Keiko Otsuki 
ikebanastudio@shaw.ca 

Website: www.ikebanastudio.com 
 
 

“Programs” continued on next page. 

 
 
 

Programs 
(Activities held at the Centre  

unless otherwise specified.) 

mailto:tgwada@ymail.com
mailto:bookings@midnight-taiko.ca
http://www.midnight-taiko.ca/
https://www.calgaryjca.com/copy-of-events
https://www.calgaryjca.com/copy-of-events
mailto:kaedenokai@gmail.com
mailto:knugent@hotmail.ca
mailto:cjcsdcbyama@shaw.ca
mailto:sorobancalgary@gmail.com
http://abacuscalgary.com/
mailto:ikebanastudio@shaw.ca
http://www.ikebanastudio.com/
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“Programs” continued… 

 

THURSDAY / FRIDAY 

 
ZUMBA FITNESS 

Starting:  Till December 15, 2017 
 (Thursday or Friday) 

Time:  10 to 10:50 am 
Fee: Ask about “Punch Cards” 

$8 (Members)/$10 (Non-Members) 
“Bring a water bottle, towel  

and your smile!” 
Licensed Instructor:  Aoi Kurosawa 

For details: (403) 561-1340 or 
ciaociaoaoi@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/ 

zumbawithaoi/ 
 

JAPANESE CULTURE FOR KIDS 
Starting:  January 11 – December 14 

(Thursday & Friday) 
Time: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm  
(For children under age 6.) 

For detailed schedule/fee information:  

Taeko at (403) 650-7634 or 
japanesekidsclass@gmail.com 

 

JLS - Friday Evenings (& Thursday) 
Classes held at: 

Queen Elizabeth Jr./Sr. High School 
512 18th Street NW, Calgary 

Principal:  Yoshiki Komori 
contact@calgaryjls.com 

Website: www.calgaryjls.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 

NIHONGO TIME  
“Japanese Conversation” 

Starting:  January 6 (Year-round) 
Time:  10 am to noon 

Drop-in:  $7.50 (Member)/$9.00 
Contact:  Taeko Nagao 

(403) 650-7634 or ntaeko@telus.net 
 

“POCO A POCO” CHOIR (NJCA) 

Starting:  Year-round  

The first Saturday 1:00 - 3:00 pm, 
the third Sunday 10:00 am - Noon 

Contact:  Taeko 
 

SUNDAY 

 
HYOTTOKO DANCE CLUB 

Starting:  Sunday’s  
Time:  2 – 3 pm 

Hyottoko Dance was originated in Japan  
a few hundred years ago and is 
practiced to this day in many 

communities in Japan. The dance is a 

repetition of simple moves – men and 
women dance together, wearing 
humorous looking masks called 

hyottoko, okame and kitsune, head 

covers and ukatas.  It’s a lot of fun and 
a way to introduce traditional Japanese 

culture to Canada. 

Contact Ted Wada for details: 
(403) 278-8061 or tgwada@ymail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LINE DANCE CLUB 
Starting:  Sunday’s 
Time:  3 to 4:30 pm 

Fee:  $40. for 10 lessons. 
“Please join us!  It is great exercise and 
lots of fun.  No experience necessary, 

just drop-in and sign-up!”    
Contacts:  Ted Wada or Rocky Oishi 

(403) 278-8061 or tgwada@ymail.com 
(403) 281-1203 or rjoishi@shaw.ca 

 

 

 
If you, or anyone you know, is 

interested in getting involved or 

being a part of the local Calgary 
JCYL, please contact us at: 

ask.jcyl@gmail.com 
 

 

CJCA  
Business Network Group 

Supporting Each Other for Mutal Success! 

 “Like” us at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups

/643504739077594 
 

 

 
 

Available for purchase and  
pick-up at the centre. 

Cost:  $20.00 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ciaociaoaoi@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
mailto:japanesekidsclass@gmail.com
mailto:contact@calgaryjls.com
http://www.calgaryjls.com/
mailto:ntaeko@telus.net
mailto:tgwada@ymail.com
mailto:tgwada@ymail.com
mailto:rjoishi@shaw.ca
mailto:ask.jcyl@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/643504739077594
https://www.facebook.com/groups/643504739077594
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658-1st Ave NE, Calgary, Alberta 

Telephone: (403) 263-5723 
Mailing address:  

207 - 6 Street NE, Calgary, AB  T2E 3Y1 

calgarybuddhisttemple@gmail.com 
Website:  calgary-buddhist.ab.ca 

by Laura Sugimoto 

Calgary Buddhist Temple – November 2017 

A huge thank you to everyone who 

supported our annual Chow Mein Dinner on 
October 21st.  It was a very successful evening 
– good eating and great visiting with old friends.  

Marjorie Zingle was the winner of the WestJet 
tickets – congratulations Marjorie! 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

November 26 at 3:30 pm:  annual Grey Cup 
Party!  Come cheer your team.  There will be 
a chili cook –off for dinner – vote for your 
favourite; BYO Beer and your lawn 
(comfortable) chairs. Grey Cup pull-tickets 
for sale.   
December 10 – Bodhi Day service of 
celebration for the awakening (becoming a 
Buddha) of Siddhartha Gotama over 2500 
years ago. 
December 31 at 6:00 pm New Year’s Eve 
service 
January 1 at 2:30 pm New Year’s Day 
service 
January 7 – Shotstsuki service 
January 14 – Ho-onko 
January 20 – Movie Night -  Details to be 
announced soon. 
February 11 – Nirvana Day  

Tuesdays at 7:00 - Temple Refuge Circle 
deepens our Practice, not for spiritual 
enlightenment, as that is already assured 
through the Vow of Amida Buddha, through 
our inter-being with All That Is, but to 
deepen our Compassion, Sympathetic Joy, 
Equanimity, Loving-kindness, Deep 
Listening, and Gratitude in our lives. 
Thursdays at 7:30 - Buddhism 101 continues 
through November 30 

Regular services:  Sunday at 10:00 am and 
Thursday at 7:30 
Temple Rental:  Need a boardroom for a 
meeting? A family celebration or a class you 
would like to teach? Consider the Calgary 
Buddhist Temple for your next professional 
function or social gathering. For rental 
inquiries, please email: 

templerentalrequest@gmail.com 
 
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

 
2018 CJCA Casino –  
January 9 and 10, 2018   
by Kevin Okabe 

The CJCA Casino event will be held on 

Tuesday, January 9 and Wednesday, 
January 10, 2018 at the Elbow River 
Casino.  We are once again looking for 
volunteers to help out in all 
positions.  No prior experience is 
necessary, and best of all, all volunteers 
are entitled to free food and drink on us! 
 

The positions available include: 

 Alternate General Manager 

 Banker/Fill Clerk 

 Cashier 

 Chip Runner 

 Count Room General Manager 

 Count Room Supervisor 

 Count Room 
 

The shifts available will vary depending 
on position, but generally run from: 

10 AM to 7 PM 
5:30 PM to close (approximately 3:30 AM 

to 4 AM) 
9:30 PM to close (count room) 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, or 
would like to find out more, please 
contact Kevin Okabe at (403) 561 7572 or 
at okabekevin@gmail.com.   All 
proceeds from the casino will be used to 
support the operations of the CJCA 
Seniors’ and Community Centre and 
CJCA programs. 

 
 

 

The 66th Annual Alberta  
JC Bonspiel – February 16-18 
by Mary Shono 

 

The Calgary JC Bonspiel Committee invites 

you to participate in the 66th Annual Alberta 
Japanese Canadian (JC) bonspiel being held at 
the Calgary Curling Club.   Join us for the 
Family Day long weekend February 16-18, 
2018 to enjoy good curling, fantastic food and 
great comradery.   

Over the past 66 years, this bonspiel 
has seen many changes but the purpose has 
always remained the same; to bring members 
of the Japanese community together to 
celebrate our common heritage while 
competing in the sport we love.  

Whether this is your first event or 
you are a long time participant we welcome 
you to our curling family.  We offer 2 events 
(Open & Seniors) suitable for curlers of all 
ages, teams in our open event require a 
minimum of 1 female, seniors is geared 
towards women (50+) and men (55+) with any 
combination of male/female curlers.   If you 
would like to participate but don’t have a 
team, please let us know and we will make 
every effort to find a team for you to play 
with.  

While an event like this requires the 
time and effort of its many volunteers, we also 
rely upon sponsors to provide financial 
support as well as products and services to 
bring it all together.  All donations are greatly 
appreciated and recognized in the event 
program, on our website and through posters 
which will be proudly displayed at the club. 

To register/donate to this great 
event or for additional information including 
eligibility requirements, please visit our 
website at www.jcbonspiel.com or 
contact Cheryl McDonald by phone: (403) 

272-1979 or email: info@jcbonspiel.com. 
 

We hope to see you in February for the  
66th Annual Alberta JC Bonspiel! 

Mary Shono & Gene Yamada  
(Bonspiel Chairs) 

 
 

http://calgary-buddhist.ab.ca/
mailto:templerentalrequest@gmail.com
mailto:okabekevin@gmail.com
http://www.jcbonspiel.com/
mailto:info@jcbonspiel.com
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NEW JAPANESE CANADIAN 
ASSOCIATION (NJCA) 

   MAILING ADDRESS: 
   Box 34137, Westbrook P.O. 

   Calgary, AB   T3C 3W2 
   CONTACT US:  Alex Nagao 
   TEL:  (403) 251-1762 
   EMAIL:  nagaoa@telus.net 
   WEBSITE:  www.njcacalgary.ca 
 

 
 

NJCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Atsuko Boyd 
Kiyomi Hayashi 
Naoki Ikeda  
Nokiko Kimura 
Alex Nagao 
Mai Nagao Mulhern 

Taeko Nagao 

Miyuki Perry 
Akemi Sato 
Shinya Tanaka 
Anna Tokunaga 

 
 

 

JAPANESE YOUTH 

ASSOCIATION OF CALGARY 

FOR INFORMATION:  Mai Nagao at 

jyacalgary@gmail.com 
Website: 

http://jyacalgary.wordpress.com/ 

Find us on – Twitter and Facebook 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 EVENTS SCHEDULE (NJCA) 

 
 

 
“COMPUTER CLASSES”  

Free for CJCA/NJCA Members! 
WHEN:  Classes are held twice a month 

Classes are intended for beginner to mid-level users.  
You can participate if you:   are planning to start using a computer/internet/e-mail.- 
want to improve your computer skill - want to learn how to use applications (Excel, 
Word, Photo-editor, etc.) - have a question (hardware, software, iPad, PC, printer, 
trouble, etc.) - don't have a computer but want to try anyway (student computers are 
available).  Maximum 4 students at a time.   

To “reserve” your spot, contact:   
Alex Nagao at 403-390-0285 or nagaoa@telus.net   

You can check the class schedule at: 
http://teamup.com/ks9d5aa2c7a7c537 

 
 

CJCA Library & Computer class hours: 
 January to June / September to December 

The first Saturday and the third Sunday 1:00 - 4:00 pm

http://www.njcacalgary.ca/
mailto:jyacalgary@gmail.com
http://jyacalgary.wordpress.com/
mailto:nagaoa@telus.net
http://teamup.com/ks9d5aa2c7a7c537
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN IN CALGARY 

 
Suite 950, 517 – 10th Avenue SW   Calgary, AB   T2R 0A8 

Tel:  (403) 294-0782 or info@cl.mofa.go.jp 

www.calgary.ca.emb-japan.go.jp 

 
“Like” us at: 

http://www.facebook.compages/Consulate-General-of-
Japan-in-Calgary/1391875607712074 

 
Omatsuri opening ceremonies with AINU,  

Indigenous People of Japan 
 

HERITAGE 
 

 
http://centre.nikkeiplace.org 

Our mission is to honour, preserve, and share Japanese culture and 
Japanese Canadian history and heritage for a better Canada 

 
Did you live at Hastings Park in 1942?   

Seeking “Registration” cards.  Contact:  Lisa Uyeda 
“History Mystery” card games available on-line.  

 
 

 
For more information: 

Michael Abe, Project Manager, Landscapes of Injustice 
(250) 721-7023 or mkabe@uvic.ca or 

www.landscapesofinjustice.com 
 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS 

 
 

“Leaving a Proud Legacy for Future Generations” 
180 McPhillips St.  Winnipeg, MB   R3E 2J9 

Tel:  (204) 943-2910 or national@najc.ca or 
www.najc.ca 

 

NAJC eNEWS - September 21, 2017:   

75th Anniversary of Incarceration 

Japanese Canadian representatives from across Canada are gathering 

in Ottawa for the National Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) 
Annual General Meeting and Conference and to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of Internment, 

“In 1942, 22,000 innocent children, women, and men, 
Canadians of Japanese ancestry, were forcibly uprooted from their 
homes, dispossessed, and incarcerated,” said NAJC president David 
Mitsui. “There was no evidence of wrong doing, and in fact, the head of 
the RCMP and Canadian military, told the government that there was 
no need to take action against the Japanese Canadian community.” 

Special speakers and presenters will be addressing the 
conference theme of honouring Japanese Canadian history during the 
150th anniversary of the Canadian Confederation. Dr. John Price, 
University of Victoria, will be presenting his thoughts on the role of the 
British Columbian government in the internment, which has not been 
acknowledged.  “We are looking at the past and the connection to the 
present. In 1988 the NAJC worked with the community to achieve redress 
and we were told, it would never happen again,” said NAJC Vice President 
Lorene Oikawa. “Yet in 2017, we are hearing that Muslims are all 
terrorists and travel has to be banned, and they should be registered and 
put in camps. It was wrong in 1942, and it’s wrong today. We need to 
learn from our past.” 

A special reception and gala will take place on Saturday 
September 23 at the Canadian Museum of History, and the Nishga Girl 
boat will be celebrated. The fishing boat was part of the dispossession of 
Japanese Canadians. All property and possessions were taken by the 
federal government and in their care. However, the federal government 
sold what they took without the permission of the Japanese Canadian 
owners. The government claimed the quick sale at prices lower than the 
value of goods was to pay for the incarceration of Japanese Canadians. 
The boat was bought and donated to the Canadian Museum of History. 
The NAJC became involved when the boat and its history was to be 
removed. 

Formed in 1947, the National Association of Japanese 
Canadian is a non-profit incorporated community organization that 
represents the Japanese Canadian community and focuses on human 
rights and community development. 

 

Media contacts: 
David Mitsui, NAJC, President 

d.mitsui@najc.ca  or (780) 974-9737 

Lorene Oikawa, NAJC, Vice President 

l.oikawa@najc.ca or (604) 842-8202 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@cl.mofa.go.jp
http://www.calgary.ca.emb-japan.go.jp/
http://www.facebook.compages/Consulate-General-of-Japan-in-Calgary/1391875607712074
http://www.facebook.compages/Consulate-General-of-Japan-in-Calgary/1391875607712074
mailto:mkabe@uvic.ca
http://www.landscapesofinjustice.com/
mailto:national@najc.ca
http://www.najc.ca/
mailto:d.mitsui@najc.ca
mailto:l.oikawa@najc.ca
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COMMUNITY PROFILE 

by Cindy Nagata-McMillan 

 
Hasegawa & Associates –  
Overseeing Dreams Come True 

In 1912, Otogoro Hasegawa immigrated to Canada from Niigata, Japan 

(west of Tokyo).  Niigata is arguably considered to be the ‘Saskatchewan 
of Japan’, boasting the best rice in the nation.  Otogoro was a bachelor, 
and worked in the city of Vancouver for eleven years before returning to 
Japan to seek out a suitable spouse through the assistance of a marriage 
broker.   He was fortunate to return to Canada with a wife, Itoyo in tow 
from Hiroshima.  Together they raised a family of seven children, three 
boys and four girls.  They included: Hank (Ph.D. in Physics), George 
(degree in Civil Engineering), Bill (degree in Civil Structural Engineering), 
June (Bachelor of Fine Arts in Music), Carol (Registered Nurse), Gloria 
(Masters, Information Technology), and Mary (Social Worker & 
Librarian).  Life as an immigrant became increasingly more challenging 
for Otogoro and Itoyo when they commenced raising a family after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor.  The family was relocated to Tashme, followed 
by New Denver before being sent to an air force base in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan and then finally to Lethbridge, Alberta, where Bill spent 
his formative years.  Otogoro passed away when Bill was the tender age 
of eleven years old.  His passing left Itoyo raising seven children on her 
own, working fourteen to sixteen hours daily at a restaurant in 
Lethbridge to support her family.  Education was instilled upon the 
family as being a ticket out of the ghetto, which is why each of the 
Hasegawa children valued the opportunity to work hard to become 
learned professionals.   

Bill graduated from the University of Edmonton, and found 
employment opportunities in both Toronto (one year) and Chicago 
(three years), before being enticed to Calgary permanently by three of 
his University classmates, for a significant position at Rule Wynne Rule 
where he was employed for five years before venturing out on his own.  
In 1966, when Bill was 32 years of age, Hasegawa Engineering Ltd. was 
born to provide structural engineering design services to an emerging 
construction industry in Calgary and the surrounding area.  The firm 
evolved to also include architectural design services and has employed 
between two to ten employees at any given time.  The firm established 
residential, commercial and institutional projects through the thousands 
of projects that they have completed in Canada and around the world.  
Shortly after moving to Calgary, Bill met the love of his life, Ireland born, 
Fiona.  Together they have been blessed with a family of four children – 
Derek, Michelle, Jamie and Ian and ten grandchildren (eight boys, and 
two girls).    

Bill has been an active and loyal member of the Calgary 
Japanese Community Association and one of its past presidents.  We 
appreciate Bill’s support of community at annual New Year’s parties by 
filling tables with his entire family along with business associates.  CJCA 
New Year’s parties wouldn't have had the same impact without them.  
Hasegawa & Associates completed the architectural design and oversaw 
the construction phase of the building of the Nikkei Centre.   
 

Being very conservative in his outlook and having the 
experience of seeing other communities rise and fall due to debt, he 
envisioned a community centre that all could enjoy with an emphasis on 
being mortgage free.  After key community members scouted out the 
location of the current Nikkei Centre (formerly Maccabees Hall), Bill 
tenaciously and successfully lobbied both the National Association of 
Japanese Canadians and the Alberta Government for funding.  A 
building committee was also struck to solicit donations after individual 
Kotobuki members received federal government redress settlements.  
Some casino monies rounded out the successful building drive.  We owe 
Bill a debt of gratitude for his vision of our thriving and vibrant 
community center!   Bill sees a more relaxed future ahead once he 
reaches his eighth decade of life, at which time more golf games will be 
a distinct probability when he retires.  For now, he is still hitting the 
ground running so if you are in the process of planning to build, Bill has 
a lifetime of experience to assist!   

 

 

Sparrowhawk, Moose Family Kitchen &  
Wild About Nature – Entrepreneurial Trifecta  

The Okabe family’s Canadian roots can be traced back to 1907 when 

Kamakichi Nagasaka immigrated to Delta, B.C. from Hekinan, Aichi-
Ken, Japan (near Nagoya) at the invitation of a friend.  Kamakichi 
subsequently purchased ten acres of land, raising 5,000 chickens and 
fruit and married Shizu Fujiura, also from Aichi-Ken, Japan in 1915.  Their 
family grew to include seven children.  Unfortunately Shizu passed away 
at a young age in 1929, leaving the Nagasaka’s eldest daughter, Yoshie 
to assume maternal responsibilities.  Yoshie married Kenji Okabe, who 
had immigrated to Canada from Hekinan to assist at the Nagasaka 
family farm.  Yoshi and Kenji farmed fruit trees and strawberries in 
Vancouver, after purchasing five acres of land.  They were blessed with 
two children, Kunio Robert and Itsuye Joyce.  After the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, the Nagasaka and Okabe families were forced to relocate to 
Carey Manitoba to farm sugar beets in 1941, and subsequently on to St. 
Pierre.  Conditions were harsh and following the war in 1945, so Kenji 
and Yoshi uprooted their family to Japan.  In 1956, great grandfather 
Kamakichi visited Japan and returned to Canada with Kunio and at the 
age of 21, Kunio planted permanent roots in Winnipeg, Manitoba.   Kunio 
returned to Japan in 1965 to marry Satomi Kato from Okazaki, Japan 
(near Nagoya).  Satomi was the second oldest daughter of Okuichi and 
Miyako Kato, who raised a family of six – five daughters and one son.  
Kunio and Satomi Okabe returned to Canada and eventually welcomed 
three children into their fold:  Kevin, Allan and Carolyn.  The family spent 
their children’s formative years in Winnipeg.  Allan moved to Calgary, 
and is currently employed as Executive Vice President of MDC 
Properties.  He married Yuka Kimura from Yokohama, Japan and they 
are raising sons, Aden and Justin in Calgary.  Daughter Carolyn secured 
employment with Morgan Stanley, and is currently based in Hong Kong, 
having worked in their Tokyo and New York offices.   With the 
unfortunate passing of Kunio in 2011, Satomi relocated to Calgary to be 
closer to her family.  Son Kevin was educated in Winnipeg and earned 
designations as a Chartered Accountant and Informational Technology 
professional.  In 1994, Kevin accepted a transfer to Calgary from Price 
Waterhouse where he was employed for fourteen years. 
 

 “Profile” continued on next page. 
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In 2007, Kevin was recognized as one of Avenue Magazine’s 
“Top Forty Under Forty” honoring Calgary’s up and coming young 
leaders.  Kevin immersed himself into his career, moving on to Walton 
International (two years), Grant Thornton (two years) and MSH 
International (ten years), the latter, where he served as Chief Operating 
Officer of his company until his retirement in April, 2017.    

After a chance meeting through mutual friends, Kevin met and 
married his lovely soul mate, Naoko Maebashi of Tokyo, Japan in 2001.  
At the time, Naoko was the sole employee at Sparrowhawk Photo, a 
souvenir shop in the Kananaskis.  An opportunity to purchase the store 
presented itself when Sparrowhawk’s owner decided to move on.  Kevin 
and Naoko became the proprietors of Sparrowhawk, and eventually 
acquired the Village Trading Post in 2004 (located in Kananaskis Village 
Centre), and Wild About Nature in the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel in 
2005.  The Village Trading Post was closed and renovated to become the 
Moose Family Kitchen deli operation.  Great sacrifices have been made 
by both Kevin and Naoko to own three successful businesses while 
working at full time jobs (Naoko worked for ten years at the Tim Horton’s 
Children Foundation).  Now that the couple has decided to focus on their 
store operations full time, they now split their time between their two 
residences, shuttling back and forth between Calgary and Kananaskis 
each week.  Kevin credits his phenomenal staff (over 20 full and part time 
employees) for contributing to the growth and success of their stores, 
particularly their long term store managers Azumi and Haruka.   

Even with the laborious nature of business ownership, Kevin 
still manages to maintain close ties to the Japanese community after 
having once served as a vibrant past president.  He unfailingly continues 
to contribute his time serving as advisor to the CJCA, assisted with the 
purchase of the fourplex next to the Nikkei Centre, helped fundraise for 
tsunami relief and special events such as the Night of a Thousand Cranes 
Gala - and has generously donated gifts from his businesses as door 
prizes for New Year’s parties through the years.  Kevin feels that he owes 
Canada’s Japanese community a tremendous debt, having been active 
in Winnipeg, Calgary and serving the National Association of Japanese 
Canadians.  He appreciates the welcoming of his family to this city and 
has stated that the leaders all of the communities have served as role 
models and have influenced his personal and professional development.  
During your next visit to the Rocky Mountains, be sure to stop in at any 
of Kevin’s stores.  You never know what treasure you might discover 
within! 

  
 

SPONSORS 

 
Support by the sponsors is an integral part of the 

Omatsuri's success. Their donations were  

much appreciated! 

 

 
 

 
 

Out of town Omatsuri participants from Manitoba,  

British Columbia and Lethbridge, Alberta. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

ONE OF THE MANY “VOLUNTEER” 

ORGANIZED EVENTS AT CJCA… 
 

 

 
 
 

 
All ages of Omatsuri entertainers. 

 
Check out the CJCA Website for more photos! 

 

 

ARIGATO! 

 

Summer “Facelifts” 
by Maureen Coleman 

This summer there were a few facelifts to our community centre. 

Prior to the ‘cookathon’ for Omatsuri the old refrigerator and freezer 
were replaced with new stainless steel appliances. Some adjustments 
were required to fit the new furnishings into the kitchen. The door 
opening was temporarily enlarged (removed door, frame and part of the 
wall), to allow access for the larger appliances. The original door and wall 
area have been replaced; hopefully the kitchen renovation will include a 
new sliding door concept to keep the entrance/exit opening more 
comfortable.  

The other major task undertaken was the replacement of the 
deteriorating wall between the Japanese garden and the fourplex to the 
north of the centre. Soil erosion had caused the wall to bulge and begin 
pulling away - if allowed to continue the wall would collapse and cause 
damage to the garden and fourplex. The walkway adjacent to the 
fourplex was already compromised as it had dropped below standard 
grade. Careful consideration was given to the preservation and 
management of the garden ensuring no harmful products (and 
construction activities) impacted the plant /vegetation in the area. A 
retaining wall (specialist) contractor was engaged to replace the wall. 
The old Allan block structure was completely removed and was replaced 
with Sienna stone. Each block weighs approximately 450 lbs. - this 
combines stability and a natural rock like appearance. This new product 
ensures the wall meets the industry standards for safety and integrity.  

The wall replacement provided us with an opportunity to 
replace the wire fence with a bamboo fence, which enhances the 
appearance of the Japanese garden. The fence was designed and 
installed completely by a group of community VOLUNTEERS. The 
process was a time consuming activity - we are grateful for their 
combined expertise and physical efforts (and countless hours) in 
producing a beautiful fence.  

 

Our sincere appreciation to Coleman & Crew: 
John Coleman, Rocky Oshiro, Doug Ohama  

and Jim Gorman 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

“By honouring and celebrating our ancestry and 

history, the Calgary Japanese Community Association 

will be a vibrant and inclusive organization that 

encourages and promotes our Japanese heritage, 

culture and legacy within the Nikkei community and 

with all Canadians.” 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
The “2018” CJCA Membership Application form is located at 
the end of the newsletter.  Members only will receive an 
additional “Monthly” E-Newsletter update. 

ADVERTISING? 
Advertising options and rates are available through the 

office. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
WANTED:  Help to run our various activities. 

CJCA LOGO 
Designed by Eugene Ouchi (1943 - 2010) 

MANY THANKS! 
To article contributors, proof-readers, printer, 
photographers & illustrators. 
 

 

 
Our thanks to “Nakagama’s Japanese Food & Giftware” 

of Lethbridge for travelling to Calgary so we can  
enjoy our favourite products!   

See their 2018 schedule on Page 21. 
 

 

FACILITY 
Please contact the office before dropping-off items.  
(CDs, software, books, magazines, tapes) 

LIBRARY HOURS 
Monday thru Friday during office hours or first Saturday  
(1-4 pm) and third Sunday (1-4 pm). (Subject to change.) 

LOST & FOUND 
Unclaimed items will be disposed of on a regular basis. 

LOOKING FOR A VENUE? 
Contact the office for a variety of hall rental options! 
 

REMINDER 

WEBSITE &  

PHOTO GALLERY 

www.calgaryjca.com 
 

 
 
 

Centre Notes 

http://www.calgaryjca.com/
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ATTENTION:  “NEW LOCATION” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CJCA ADVERTISERS 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 18 

 

 

 

Place your AD here!
Contact the Centre 

for details.
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“FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE…” 

  
Nakagama’s from Lethbridge will be at the Centre on: 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 (11 am to 3 pm) 

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 - Sakura Tea 

July 2018 - Stampede Breakfast (To be determined.)  

Saturday, August 11, 2018 - Omatsuri  

Wednesday, October 31, 2018 

Wednesday, December 5 or 12, 2018 (To be determined.) 

 

 
http://hillspantry.com 

 Bosch (403) 329-8227 TOLL FREE 
 
 

 

http://hillspantry.com/
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CJCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

 
 
 


