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Mary Fujiwara Burke was born in Osaka,
grew up in the US and moved to Montreal to
attend McGill, eventually graduating from
Concordia U with a degree in music – many
years later. She combined a career in
technology with music and the Japanese
Canadian newspaper, Montreal Bulletin,
escorting it into the digital age. A 2018 move
to Calgary has brought new challenges and
the joy of finding friends as she engages with
the CJCA community.
Kristin Midori Muraki is a born and raised

Calgarian. She graduated from UofC with a
degree in Linguistics and works at the library.
When she’s not at work, you will find Kristin at
boxing class, drinking too much coffee, or
napping with her cat Bushi, but always
thinking guiltily about all those books she
needs to get around to reading. This is her first
adventure in the realm of newsletter editing
and involvement with the CJCA!

We would like to extend our sincerest thanks
to Pat Jetté for her hard work and inspiring
example in coordinating the CJCA newsletter
for the last 10 years. In her well-deserved
retirement from this duty, she has left some
very big shoes to fill, and we will strive to
match the quality product that she delivered.
You’ll still see her handiwork through her
photography on the CJCA website.

Many thanks, as well, to Roger Teshima and
Maureen Coleman for their wisdom and
guidance in reviving the newsletter, Ken
Richardson for the stunning newsletter
design he created for us, and all the
contributors and community members who
have given us advice, stories, and made us feel
welcome.

Calgary Nikkei Cultural &
Seniors Centre

2236-29th Street SW
Calgary, Alberta T3E 2K2

Office Hours
Monday thru Friday, 8:00am to 3:00pm
(Closed Weekends & Holidays)
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Mari Sasaki (Assistance in Japanese)
403.242.4143 , cjcamain@shaw.ca

www.calgaryjca.com

Bimonthly Newsletter
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Co-editors: Mary Fujiwara Burke

Kristin Midori Muraki
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“By honouring and celebrating our ancestry, The
Calgary Japanese Community Association will be a
vibrant and inclusive organization that encourages
and promotes our Japanese heritage, culture and
legacy within the Nikkei Community and with all
Canadians.”

Mission
Statement

We’re looking for volunteers to contribute content for the newsletter. Do you have a passion
that you’d love to share with our readers? Do you love to talk to community members and
learn their stories? Research local history or current events? How about exploring a new
restaurant or shop? We’d love to hear from you! Email cjcanewsletter@gmail.com with your
ideas!

Meet the editors

CJCA
Calgary Japanese Community Association

Thank You, Pat!!

Cover photo credit:
Kimono dressing at Omatsuri
Photo courtesy of the City of Calgary

WriteWith Us!

ARIGATO!
To all the behind the scenes volunteers:
Article contributors, proof-readers, printer, illustrators & photographers.

Omatsuri--thumbs up!!
Photo credit: Pat and Paul Jetté



In this new iteration, the CJCA Newsletter could use a new name! Please submit your
suggestions to cjcanewsletter@gmail.com. Youmay win a prize!

President’s Message by Roger Teshima

CJCA
Calgary Japanese Community Association

Name our Newsletter

Iam absolutely thrilled to be able to
contribute to this first edition of our
new CJCA Newsletter. On March 7, I
asked for volunteers to come together

to form a team to produce our newsletter. I
am so proud of Mary Fujiwara Burke and
Kristin Muraki who were the first to respond to
my request. Along with Maureen Coleman,
we have held several meetings and slowly, a
vision has become a reality. For those of you
who might say, “It’s not the Quarterly”, you’re
absolutely right. Our aim is not to duplicate
that fine publication but to respond to
changes in the makeup of the newsletter
committee and the needs of our readers. If
you don’t like what you see, please bring your
suggestions for improvement to the
committee and work with the committee to
create the product you would like to see.

By the time you read this newsletter, I will
have returned from San Francisco where I
attended COPANI, the Convention of the
Association of Pan American Nikkei involving

communities located in South, Central and
North America. This was a unique opportunity
to meet Nikkei from different countries and to
share stories.

During the first week of October, I
participated in the Southern Alberta Sugar
Beets Tour, organized by the Nikkei Museum
in Burnaby. This four-day tour took us to Taber,
Lethbridge and Raymond. More importantly,
it took us back to the early days of Japanese
Canadians who toiled in the fields of southern
Alberta.

I will be reporting on both of these events
in the coming weeks.

Mark November 3 on your calendar as the
date of our Volunteer Appreciation event and
the date of our CJCA Raffle for WestJet tickets.
You can’t win unless you buy a ticket. Contact
our Nikkei Centre office.
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CJCA Stampede Breakfast
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Kimono
life drawing
Friday evenings @ 7-9 p.m.

August 16, 23, 30
September 6, 13, 20

Calgary Japanese Community
Association Cultural Centre
2236-29 Street S.W.

All drawing abilities welcome
different days
different kimonos
different models

Professional kimono dresser,
Chichi Kimono will be helping with
dressing the models.

Bring your own drawing supplies.
Drawing coaching will be available.
$10 per session, space is limited,
Please reserve a spot by emailing:
calgarykimonolifedrawing@gmail.com

The first Calgary Nikkei Cultural
Fund recipient, Noah Richardson,
combined his interest in Japanese
kimonos and a love for art to

organize and run the first ever Calgary
Kimono life drawing sessions. Last year, Noah
traveled to Japan on a family holiday and
while there had the opportunity to attend a
couple of drawing sessions – one with the
Tokyo Artists League of Life Drawing and
another session with the Kimono life
drawing in Tokyo groups. These experiences
inspired Noah to organize similar
opportunities here in Calgary.

The Kimono life drawing sessions ran on
6 Friday evenings - August 16 to September
20. These sessions included short and longer
poses, with each of the weeks alternating
between male and female models. Different
sessions, different models, different kimono
types and styles.

First recipient of the
Nikkei Cultural Fund - Kimono Life Drawing Sessions



First recipient of the
Nikkei Cultural Fund - Kimono Life Drawing Sessions

Calgary professional kimono dresser,
Chichi Kimono was on hand for some of the
sessions to prepare and dress the models in
more formal kimono and hair styles. Chichi
and Noah spent some time explaining the
unique features and use of the different
styles of kimonos but most of the evening
was spent drawing.

The Kimono life drawing sessions were
held at the Calgary Nikkei Cultural & Seniors
Centre in Killarney. 15 to17 people of all ages
and drawing experiences came out each
week to spend an enjoyable Friday evening
sharing and learning about Japanese culture
through art. Many of the participants had
never been to the Calgary Nikkei Cultural &
Seniors Centre before so this was their first
time visiting the centre.

It was wonderful to see everyone’s
drawings and paintings. The enthusiasm of
the folks that participated was very
contagious and the works that were done
during the session sparked some of the
people to use them a reference of other art
that they did outside the sessions too. Some
of the participants that I talked to said that
they hadn’t done any life drawing in years
but that it felt great to be sketching again.

During breaks, folks would mingle and
share their drawings with each other. A big
shout-out to CJCA board member Wendy
Nagata Mahtoy who attended every session
and brought home-made desserts each day
that were thoroughly enjoyed by all that
attended.

Kimono models Kelly, Zhen, Hitomi, and
Noah did a great job posing each evening.
Holding a pose without shifting for 8-15
minutes sounds easy until you try doing it. A
special thank you goes out to all of the mod-
els from all of us that had the pleasure of
drawing them. Some of the models had
never done art modeling before, but you
wouldn’t have known that as they did such a
great job.

Everyone I talked to really enjoyed them-
selves and the most common comment I
heard was “When is this happening again!”

Article and photos by Ken Richardson
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This summer the garden got extra attention
during a visit from Al White for a consult and
tree trimming! The columnar aspens have
been removed and will be replaced in the
spring with foliage more in keeping with the
garden. Our dedicated volunteers, Lee
Sudrich, Stephanie Jacobson and Lynn
Montgomery, continue to carefully maintain
our garden. Please take a moment on your
next visit to the centre to enjoy it.

The first recipient of the CNCF award, Noah
Richardson, had a tremendous response to his
Kimono Drawing classes. Participants came
from as far as Lethbridge! It was wonderful to
see such talent within our own community -
more details to read in this issue.

Tomo Honda organized a series of Japanese
cooking classes with chef Kentaro - all classes
were sold out before the poster went up!

Hope to see these dishes show up at the next
pot luck!!!

Also in this edition please note the review of
the concert hosted by Midnight Taiko.

In the coming year students from Japan will
be at our centre in a variety of capacities -
hosting events and volunteering. Please say
hello to help them practice their English and
we can practice our Japanese!

We’d like to thank Ryan and Mieko Carter for
helping us source the WestJet tickets for the
raffle. Also, we want to thank Roger for all his
work at getting all the proper paper work and
organizing the channels with AGLC (he never
gives credit to himself ). Finally, we’d like to
thank everyone who has kindly taken time to
sell the tickets! There are still some available,
so give us a call at the centre. You could be
the lucky winner!

Karaoke singers wanted!
The club meets every Monday at noon for 2
hours at the CJCA centre. We have a large
selection of old and new songs, enka and
modern songs as well to choose from.
Contact Ted Wada 403-650-6205 for details.

Line dancers wanted!
The line dance is probably the best exercise
you can do physically and mentally. Also it’s a
lot of fun - always full of laughter, no pressure.
Join CJCA line dance club every Sunday at
3:00 pm for one hour. For details, contact Ted
Wada tgwada@ymail.com

Hyottoko dancemembers wanted.
Hyottoko dance is a traditional cultural dance
dating back a few hundred years in Japan. It’s
simple, fun and great exercise. Join the club
and be a part of the Japanese culture.
For details, contact Ted Wada
tgwada@ymail.com

Lots of other programs are ongoing. See our
website or contact the office for details.

CJCA KidsWinter Camp 2019
Dates: December 30th & 31st, 2019

January 2nd & 3rd, 2020
Time: 9:00am - 1:00pm
Fee: $ 60
Age: 4-6 years old

To register, please contact CJCA at
cjcamain@shaw.ca

CJCA Raffle Licence: 533597
Prize: One round-trip flight for two guests

to any regularly scheduled WestJet
destination – some restrictions apply.

Ticket Price: $5
• Available during office hours

Draw Date: Sunday, November 3

Your ticket purchase will help support CJCA
culture programs and activities.

VPMusings by Maureen Coleman

CJCA
Calgary Japanese Community Association

On behalf of the Calgary Japanese
Community Association, I would like to
thank all of the volunteers and those that
were so willing to step up at a moment’s
notice so we could successfully run the
Casino on September 2-3. The Casino is the
biggest fundraiser of CJCA and allows CJCA
to function throughout the year. We are
fortunate that we have the opportunity to
participate in the casino pool.

Even though some of the shifts are long
and for some late at night, working in the
Casino gives the volunteers a chance to
meet and interact with each other, learn
something new and hopefully have a fun
experience. All shifts ran smoothly without
any glitches thanks to all of the volunteers.

It is always a pleasure to work with people
who willingly give their time to support
CJCA and help make every event successful
so thanks again to all of the volunteers and
hope to see you again in another 20
months.

Casino Report
by Shirley Shigematsu,

CJCA Casino Chair

Community activities

CJCA
Calgary Japanese Community Association

CJCA
Calgary Japanese Community Association

CJCA
Calgary Japanese Community Association



On Sunday, August 25th, our friends at
Midnight Taiko Kai put on a beautiful
afternoon concert entitled Shinbokukai. It
was a happy reunion, as they graciously
hosted shakuhachi master Alcvin Ryuzen
Ramos and former Midnight Taiko members
Anny Lin, John Nguyen, and Nori Akagi. The
four Vancouver-based musicians form Dahaza
(a wagakki group), with Ramos and Akagi also
performing as the duo Bushido. With a lively
and varied repertoire of both traditional
music and modern compositions, the three
groups played to a captivated audience at the
Patricia A. Whelan Performance Hall at the
Central Library.

With utmost respect, the performance
began with a Shinto blessing by Jay, Priest of
the Usagi Jinja Shrine in Calgary. The first set

was played by Midnight Taiko Kai on
traditional taiko drums, with all of the heart-
pounding rhythm and irrepressible energy we
know and love. It included an evocative
traditional piece Sakura, featuring an elegant
dance by guest artist Sari from the dance
studio Oriental Motion.

Next on stage was the duo Bushido, with a
set as playful and energetic as it was heartfelt
and emotional. With numbers featuring the
taiko drums, shakuhachi, shinobue, and
shamisen, such power and intensity created
by just two individuals was amazing to
behold.

After a brief intermission, Dahaza took to
the stage. This quartet, also featuring taiko
drums, shakuhachi, shinobue, and shamisen,
performed an inspired and dynamic set of

songs including explosive percussives,
melodic strings, and beautifully sung
harmonies.

Finally, all of these talented musicians came
back to the stage for a show-stopping
collaborative finale, which was met with a
well-deserved standing ovation.

The members of Midnight Taiko Kai, as
always, have poured their hearts and souls
into this memorable show. Many thanks to
Midnight Taiko (especially to those members
who performed on Sunday: Teri-Lynn
Krezanoski, Marty Hilchey, Jessie Bryant, Rico
Escalante, Jigme Phunkhang, and Gillian
McCarron), and all of their honoured guests,
for this wonderful experience!

Shinbokukai
Midnight Taiko Kai

by Kristin Midori Muraki

Photos courtesy of Trent Enzsol, Lens on Nature

7



Welcome back everyone! We would like to
take this opportunity to gratefully thank Tobie
Sakamoto, Lorraine McNeill and others who
faithfully submitted news to the C.J.C.A.
Quarterly Newsletter over the years. Their
wonderful reporting style cannot be
duplicated in any way by Cheryl, Lorraine
(photographer) and Ruth. We will do our best
to first make a “chronological catch-up of
events from March 2019”and then do a bi-
monthly report. We would especially thank
all the dedicated members of the Board
(directed by Kathrine), our professional
instructors, our volunteer instructors and
nurses, our Committee Leaders/Members and
the Toban Leaders who co-ordinate all the
activities each Wednesday as well as off-site
activities - too many to list, so a very BIG
THANKYOU to each and every one of you.

March 13, 2019: Kathleen Wall arranged
for 32 members to go on a guided tour of the
new central library in the East Village. This is
truly a world class place to visit and shouldn’t
be missed. Kathrine, our President, provided
goodies for everyone!

March 27, 2019: Celebrated Hiroshi
Kuwahara’s 105th birthday with his family
joining 83 members and guests who
attended this special Kinjo Bento Day. There
was a cake from Amandine Bakery and a
special sushi cake by Yukiko from Kinjo.
Hiroshi expressed his deepest appreciation for
the acknowledgement. Hiroshi was also
honoured by the Rotary Club.

April 17, 2019: Kotobuki recognized
National Film Day by joining the C.J.C.A. in the
evening with the film Meditation Park with
Sandra Oh and a Curry Rice Supper.

April 20, 2019: The Sakura Festival was a
combination market and tea. Kathrine, Ted
and Kotobuki coordinated a new, successful
community presentation.

May 1, 2019:We had a visit from
students of Bishop Carroll High School. They
were shown how to make sushi for their
lunch and encouraged to mix and mingle
with members. Some even joined in on
karaoke which was scheduled after lunch.

May 5, 2019: C.J.C.A. honoured the
seniors of Kotobuki at a lovely KEIRO-KAI party
with a great bento, a program of cultural
entertainment and door prizes. It was very
much appreciated.

May 8, 2019: Susan Murphy and
Georgia Vallis (Chizuko Ohama’s daughters)
provided all the materials and expertise
needed for everyone to make two paper tea
cups each.

May 15, 2019: Special guest speakers
from the Calgary Zoo - Joanne ter Harmsel
and Robin Erickson enlightened us on the
majestic, endangered Panda.

May 22, 2019: Everyone had an early
morning wake-up call in order for us to go to
the Calgary Zoo and have a delicious
breakfast buffet before heading out to see the
pandas. The weather was beautiful for our
private viewing and we were very fortunate
to be joined by a group from the Huntington
Pioneers Association. After the viewing, we

were allowed to wander around until it was
time to be picked up by the bus. Once again,
Kathrine made treat bags for everyone!

June 26, 2019: Kotobuki’s 25 Year Pin
Presentation was done at this June windup
with Consul General and Mrs. Kobayashi in
attendance. Tom Nawata and Sally Hironaka
were the honourees of this prestigious award.
Kinjo’s bento and dainties from Amandine
were enjoyed by everyone.

July 6, 2019: C.J.C.A.’s Stampede
Breakfast was fortunate to have a sunny day.
Several members of Kotobuki helped out
with cooking and cleaning up after the event.

August 10, 2019:We all enjoyed and
participated in C.J.C.A.'s Omatsuri. Many of
our Kotobuki members now enjoy Omatsuri
as guests. It was a very cold but well
attended day.

Kotobuki Kai
by Ruth Nagata and Cheryl Ali

Calgary Zoo

Panda-mania!



CALGARY
KOTOBUKI SOCIETY
Board of Directors
President
Kathrine Nugent
Past-President
Bill Toyota
Vice-President
TedWada
Treasurer
Albert Nawata
Secretary
Tobie Sakamoto

DIRECTORS
Yuri Delisle
Julie Kamitakahara
Nancy Kondo
Ruth Nagata
Shoko Nakazato
Satomi Okabe
Haruyo Onishi
KathleenWall

INFORMATION
403.242.4691
knugent@hotmail.com

August 28, 2019: 28 members and friends had a
fun-filled day in Waterton Park. The bus ride there
was very enjoyable as we played bingo and had
lots of prizes. Stopped for a lunch break at the A &
W in Claresholm. Dessert was provided by Nancy
Kondo and Kathrine gave us a treat bag to travel
with. Stewart, our bus driver, took us to Cameron
Falls on the bus. Unfortunately, we were unable to
take the cruise to Goat Haunt because of the
timing but everyone enjoyed strolling through the
townsite, having ice cream or lunch and drinks at
one of the many restaurants. Last stop was the
Prince of Wales Hotel where some were fortunate
enough to sight a black bear. Best day ever as
weather co-operated and was beautiful.
September 2 & 3, 2019: Some members of
Kotobuki were happy to volunteer for the C.J.C.A.
Casino held at the Elbow River Casino.

September 11, 2019: First day back after our
summer break. Mrs. Terashima provided all the
supplies for and helped the ladies make six
hashioki each.

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 30 - Halloween Bento Day
November 27 - Kotobuki’s A.G.M. and Bento Day
December 4 - Special Birthdays and Anniversaries and Special
Bingo/Nakagama
December 11 -Grey Eagle Christmas and Appreciation Luncheon
December 18, 2019 to January 14, 2020 - Christmas Break

Waterton Park
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Milestones

.
Shinji Earl Odagaki, beloved husband of

Sekiko Odagaki (née Ohara) of Calgary, AB,
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, March
5, 2019 at the age of 88 years.

Shinji attended SAIT in Calgary and went
on to work at the City of Calgary, Streets
Division for forty years, retiring in 1993. He
loved to go fishing, camping, and
especially playing with his grandchildren.
He was also an avid volunteer at the
Calgary Japanese Language School and
the Calgary Buddhist Temple.

Besides his loving wife, Sekiko, Shinji is
survived by two sons; Ronald (Yayoi), and
Brian (Ai); grandchildren, Mayu, Reiya,
Justin, Ashton; sister, Yoshimi; and nieces,
grandnephews, grandnieces, and their
families.

Shinji was predeceased by his brother,
Torao “Bunk”; sister, Miyoko; and nephew
Craig.

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of our cherished
husband, father, and grandfather, Takeo
(Duke) Oshiro on March 6, 2019 at the
age of 95 years.

Duke was born and raised in Raymond,
Alberta. While completing his schooling
he farmed in the area. In 1946 Duke
moved with his family to Readymade. He
farmed for 8 years on land that eventually
became the family farm. In 1954 Duke
met the love of his life, Aki. They were
married for 62 wonderful years. That
same year Duke made the move to
Calgary to work at Bridge Brand Food
Services Ltd. He was employed there for
35 years and was the Director of Produce
Sales. He also served as a Director of the
Canadian Fruit Wholesalers Association.
In his youth Duke enjoyed playing
hockey, baseball, and even tried his hand
at boxing. He later enjoyed curling with
the Nisei Curling League and the
Canadian Fruit Wholesalers. Retiring in
1989 Duke and Aki enjoyed travelling,
spending time with family and going to
the Kotobuki-kai (Japanese Senior
Group).

Left to treasure his memory is his loving
wife, Aki, daughters Janice (Ed), Sandra
and his 3 grandchildren Emiko, Reiko and
Jodi Lee. He is also survived by his
brothers Jim (Daisy) and George (Grace).
Duke was predeceased by his parents,
Howa and Moto, brothers Scotty, Mace
(Miyeko), Ted and his sister Mary (Seiji)
Sawada.

With sadness, but gratitude for a life
well lived, we say goodbye to Kaz on
August 3, 2019 at the age of 84 years.
Kazie was a medical marvel, persevering
and surviving through many health
issues, with a transplanted kidney which
was still going strong sixteen years later.
Some might say she was simply
stubborn!
Kaz was born in Vancouver, BC, and

moved with her family to Glenwood,
Alberta in the early 1940s. In 1955 she
moved to Calgary to attend Mount Royal
College. After graduation she worked as a
legal secretary and married Nobby in
June, 1957. Kaz's life revolved around
Nobby and her three kids. She was also
involved with both the school PTA and
McDougall United Church. She worked as
an admin assistant part time and was
highly successful selling real estate,
although was teased about giving away
her furniture to some of her clients who
could only afford the house. She took up
golf and enjoyed being Sports Captain
and a member of The Dirty Dozen at
Willow Park Golf Club. One of her life's
highlights was her “hole in one”on the
18th of Willow Park. Kaz enjoyed
travelling to Europe, Australia and South
America, but her favourite place was
Hawaii. Kazie never missed a Special
Olympics tournament of Michael's, nor a
soccer match or concert of Matthew's.
Her dog, Freddie, was especially dear to
her.
Kazie is survived by her husband of

sixty-two years, Noboru; her children,
Diane (Victor), David (Rona) and Michael;
and her grandson and pride and joy,
Matthew Koltes. She is also survived by
numerous relatives, Miyashita and
Kamitakahara.

Mary Torako Hinatsu
We mourn the passing of our mother,

grandmother and great-grandmother.
Mary is survived by her children, Fred Kaita
(Wanda), Jerry Kaita (Val), Garry Kaita (Kaye)
and Karen Weldon (Brian); grandchildren
MIchael (Siew), Kristin (Nicolas) and
Jocelyn; great-grandchildren Hannah, Maya
and Rex

If you have celebrations of life, births, anniversaries, awards, or other milestones you’d like to share with the community,
please submit them to: cjcanewsletter@gmail.com.

Kazuko (Kaz)
Kamitakahara
January 3, 1935 –
Vancouver, B.C.
August 3, 2019
Calgary, Alberta

Takeo (Duke) Oshiro
February 24, 1924 -
Raymond, Alberta
March 6, 2019
Calgary, Alberta

Shinji Earl Odagaki
December 16, 1930 –
Port Alberni, B.C.
March 5, 2019
Calgary, Alberta



2236 - 29th Street SW
Calgary, Alberta T3E 2K2
403.242.4143
njca@njcayyc.com
www.njcayyc.com

CRAFT SALE &
FOOD BAZAAR

Sunday, November 17
11am to 3pm at CJCA

Admission : FREE!

Our most popular annual event is back! Find
all things like sweets, crafts, gifts, treasures
and more! We will also be serving foods
including sushi and soup, so there's
something for the whole family to enjoy!

There will also be 'pre-order only' sushi so
make sure you send in your orders ASAP.

FUTOMAKI (jumbo sushi roll) - $8.00
SABAZUSHI (mackerel sushi) - $9.00

If you are interested in renting a table as a
vendor, please contact us. Spaces are limited.

For orders and/or inquiries, contact us at
njca@njcayyc.com
ntaeko@telus.net

KID’S X-MAS PARTY
Sunday, December 15th
1pm to 3pm at CJCA

Come meet Santa at the cultural centre! He’s
bringing presents for all the good boys and
girls and wants to take a photo with you!

Admission fee: $5 (NJCA members), $10 (non-
members)

*Crafts for kids and snacks/drinks included!

What to bring: This will be a “gift exchange”
event so please bring a gift worth around $5
for every child you bring. Gift should be
wrapped and preferably appropriate for either
boy or girl.

Please contact us to sign up for this event.
njca@njcayyc.com
ntaeko@telus.net
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Travel is a great form of education especially
when you attend a COPANI convention with 250
participants from Hawaii, Mainland US, Mexico,
Dominican Republic, Chile, Colombia, Brazil,
Paraguay, Argentina, Peru, Germany, France,
Japan, and including 40 from Canada. COPANI is
an international convention bringing together
Japanese descendants from primarily North and
South America. NAJC attended COPANI XX last
month in San Francisco. It’s been 18 years since
a COPANI was held in the United States. In 2021
it will be in Paraguay.

COPANI XX was an opportunity to connect
with Nikkei from other countries, learn about
each other’s histories and current work, and also
hear many great speakers. We were inspired by
keynote speaker Norman Y. Mineta, a Japanese
American who served as the Secretary of
Commerce under President Bill Clinton and as
the Secretary of Transportation under President
George W. Bush. He urged us to own two things
that no one else owns: our name and our

integrity, and to protect both. He encouraged us
to be at the table where decisions are being
made and to get involved with the
development of public policy.

More powerful stories were shared at
workshop sessions which took place during the
second day of the convention. Delegates split
up into four concurrent sessions covering
business, Nikkei youth and young adults identity
and networking, family and community, and
civil rights and social justice. I was one of the
presenters for the civil rights and social justice
session so I wasn’t able to see the other
workshops. In the morning at the Civil Rights &
Social Justice session, Maryka Omatsu spoke
about Japanese Canadian history and BC
Redress. David Inoue, Executive Director of the
Japanese American Citizens League, a national
Japanese American organization, shared the
history of the Japanese American internment.
He showed the images that the government did
not want the public to see. The US government
hired a photographer to show "happy" photos

of incarcerated Japanese Americans which did
not include barbed wire and the real conditions.
Karen Korematsu shared her father's case that
went to the Supreme Court to challenge
the violation of his rights as an American citizen.
Grace Shimizu shared the little known stories of
Japanese Latin Americans who were forcibly
removed and placed in Japanese American
internment camps.

All speakers shared the importance of
knowing our history and the relevance to what
is happening today. It was moving and a
reminder that we need to speak up and stand
up to what is wrong, now more than ever.

In the afternoon, NAJC got into some deep
discussions about our work on anti-racism and
solidarity with other groups. NAJC VP Keiko Miki
spoke about our work with Indigenous peoples,
GVJCCA President Judy Hanazawa spoke about
poverty and homelessness, and I addressed
Islamophobia. We appreciated co-presenter
Satsuki Ina who has been a great resource for

NAJC President’s
Message
for October 2019
by Lorene Oikawa

Photo credit: Mark Shigenaga

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS
“Leaving a proud legacy for future generations”

180 McPhillips St. Winnipeg, MB R3E 2J9
204.943.2910, national@najc.ca

www.najc.ca

San Francisco Recreation and Parks,
Palace of Fine Arts.



Upcoming special services:
November 10 & November 14: All Life-

Forms and Remembrance Service: This
service acknowledges our appreciation and
gratitude to all forms of life that make our
lives possible and enhance our enjoyment.
We recognize the countless living forms that
sustain and nurture our bodies, as well as the
pets who add richness to our lives. We also
recognize with appreciation and gratitude all
those who have served to bring peace to the
world.
November 17 & November 21: Eshinni

Service: This service recognizes and
appreciates the life and work of Lady Eshinni,
the wife of Shinran Shonin, who, together
with their daughter Kaushinni are
remembered for their support in bringing
Shinran Shonin’s teachings to all.
December 8 & December 12: Bodhi Day:

The Day of enlightenment, Buddha’s
Awakening. Bodhi Day is the when

Siddhartha Gautama became Sakyamuni
Buddha. The service will be followed by a
potluck lunch. Everyone is welcome!
December 31st: NewYear’s Eve Service –

Joya-e. This is an opportunity to reflect upon
the past year in preparation for the coming
new year. It is a time to think about the
interdependency of all life and to ponder all
the causes and conditions that have enabled
us to live. The Kansho (bell) will be struck 108
times to remind us of the 108 blink passions
that permeate our everyday lives. This service
starts at 6:00 pm and will be followed with
noodle soup, to signify longevity.
January 1st: NewYear’s Day Service –

Shusho-e. This is a day to reflect and with
renewed dedication to endeavor to live a life
of gratitude and joy. This service will start at
2:30 pm.
The Temple will be closed from

December 16 through December 30.

The first Sunday of each month is Shotsuki,
a monthly memorial service to honour and
remember loved ones who passed away in
that month. We encourage all seniors to
attend; rides can be organized if needed.

On select Wednesdays from 7-8:00 pm,
there is quiet meditation followed by a
mantra meditation and then short chant.
Everyone is welcome. No prior experience is
required.

658 1st Ave NE, Calgary, Alberta
403.263.5723
calgarybuddhisttemple@gmail.com
http://calgary-buddhist.ab.ca/

Regular Services:
Sundays at 10 am (pre-service meditation
at 9:10 am)
Thursdays at 7:30 pm

Calgary Buddhist Temple

Japanese Canadians. She spoke about the
Japanese American campaign, Tsuru for
Solidarity, she started with some other JA
leaders. It’s a peaceful protest against the
ongoing mass detentions in the US. They fold
Japanese origami paper cranes, a symbol for
transformation, healing and nonviolence, and
place the cranes on the fences at the detention
centres. She showed a video where they took
the cranes to Fort Sill to stand up against the
incarceration of 1,400 children forcibly
separated from their families. Fort Sill is a former
Indigneous boarding school, a Japanese
American prison camp during the Second
World War, and a place where war resistors were
held. We folded some cranes for them while at
COPANI. More information at
https://tsuruforsolidarity.org/

Other Canadian presenters at COPANI XX
included Art Miki who spoke about Japanese
Canadian Redress, NAJC Chair JC Young Leaders
Alex Miki who co-moderated the session for
youth/young adults and spoke on a young
adult panel, and Ken Teramura who presented
at a business session.

The Canadian delegation enjoyed their time,
learning the stories of Nikkei in other countries,
sharing their own stories, connecting with other
Nikkei and developing friendships and
opportunities for collaborations. We have more
in common than the differences in language
and geography. We are looking forward to
continue the conversations and connections.

The NAJC members who attended COPANI
are completing a NAJC survey to share
highlights of the sessions they attended and
any valuable resource and best practices
information. Their feedback will be important,
because NAJC has been asked and will be
considering hosting a COPANI convention in
the future.

Thank you to COPANI XX president Roji
Oyama and his organizing committee for a
successful COPANI 2019 convention in San
Francisco. We were also fortunate to have a bit
of time for a quick city tour and to visit the
vibrant Japantown with very visible signs of the
community including a plaza, historical markers,
street signs,and banners, restaurants and shops.
Apparently, it’s only one of three left in the US.

BC Redress community consultations have
wrapped up and the findings were presented at
a members’meeting on September 28. The final
paper will be released to the government and
the public on October 16. A tremendous
amount of work was completed in a short time
frame by the BC Redress steering committee to
fulfill their mandate. We appreciate their work
and offer our thanks to co-chairs Maryka
Omatsu and Art Miki, and the rest of the
committee, Judy Hanazawa, Lynn Deutscher
Kobayashi, Eiko Eby, Les Kojima, and Kevin
Okabe who provided substantial support to the
committee. Thanks also to the member

organizations who assisted with hosting of in-
person community consultations, our advisors,
and everyone who participated. The NAJC is
working on next steps with the priority to
complete the paper, set up a strategy team, and
there will be more to report next month.

With the increase in hate and racist acts, our
collective work on human rights and anti-
racism is even more important. Check out the
Canadian Race Relations Foundation’s 2018-
2019 Annual Report at this link:
https://bit.ly/2mAGI9X. The federal government
has developed an anti-racism strategy.
https://bit.ly/31TOyLx Unfortunately, the NAJC
was not included in the consultations and we
have some important input. So we have
contacted the federal government to see how
we can work with them on anti-racism and
human rights. The NAJC also made statements
on two high profile cases involving blackface
and misappropriation of a photo of Japanese
Canadian internment. You can check out the
statements at najc.ca.

Wishing you safe travels as the weather
changes. Please take a moment on November
11 to remember our Japanese Canadian
veterans who fought for Canada in the First and
Second World Wars to present.
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Congratulations everyone – it was
another very successful Omatsuri. The
crowd was fantastic, the weather stayed dry
all day (somebody up there must have
heard our prayers), the food, the
entertainment, the cultural demonstrations,
kid’s corner and the market were just
amazing, probably the best cultural festival
in the city!

We had amazingly dedicated volunteers
who worked tirelessly to make this event
the best in the city. Some of you were the
committee members who'd been at it since
the beginning of the year, some of you
were lending hands in set-up and take
down and many others were running the
activities on the special day. It takes all of
you, over 450 strong with various
backgrounds and ethnicities to make the
event such an authentically cultural event
in our city. The Japanese community is very
blessed to have volunteers like you to have
made it happen again for another year.
Truly, you have earned bragging rights!

We received much needed financial
support from the city of Calgary and several
businesses and individuals as well as
various support in-kind, including WestJet
and Air Canada that helped make ends
meet. Much appreciated.

I, like many of you, cherish the memory of
being a part of this very special event.
Someday down the road, when we take a
break from daily chores, we may reminisce
on the days when we were a significant
part of Calgary’s Omatsuri and how people
in Calgary enjoyed the Japanese culture –
ate, watched, laughed, amazed, admired
and appreciated.

In Japan, the omatsuri is an entire
community event. Families, friends,
neighbours and local businesses rise to this
occasion and celebrate being alive, well
and happy, and all the good things about
being a part of the community.

Next year- the year 2020 will be the 10th
anniversary year of the Omatsuri and the
committee will be working hard to bring in
a very special anniversary event. I'm looking
forward to working with you again. Mark
August 8, 2020 on your day timer.

Omatsuri photos by Pat and Paul Jetté
and Video by Ryan Logan are up on our
website: www.calgaryjca.com

There are many volunteer positions
available for the Omatsuri-2020. Be a part of
this exciting event and be a part of the
community!
Thank you – arigato!

OMATSURI

by Ted Wada, 2019 Omatsuri committee chair



OMATSURI

Photos by Pat and Paul Jetté

Many thanks to our
Sponsors!!

Amandine Bakery
Air Canada

ATB Financial
Atco Gas - Calgary

Bassano Growers Ltd.
CBN Commercial Solutions

City of Calgary
Consulate-General of Japan -

Calgary
Costco Wholesale (NE Calgary)

Edo of Japan
Kokuho Rose Rice
Nippon Travel Ltd.
Northland Oral &

Maxillofacial Surgery Centre
RW Professional Corporation

Sake Gami
Superior Propane

Trico Homes
WestJet
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“Perhaps I romanticized the situation a bit, but on that
day there would be no loss of dignity, no sign of

weakness in the face of such injustice. Though the
hakujin may have been the executioners, these

Japanese fishermen sailed to their fates unhumbled.”

With The Three Pleasures: a novel, Toronto-
based writer Terry Watada illuminates some
of the darkest, most pivotal moments in

Japanese Canadian history, when more than
22,000 individuals of Japanese descent were
stripped of their rights and forcibly relocated
into the interior of Canada during the
Second World War.

Starting as a youth roaming Powell Street
in Vancouver, our protagonist Daniel Sugiura
grows up in the heart of Japanese culture in
Canada. When, at the start of the novel, he is
freshly recruited as a writer for the New
Canadian newspaper, Daniel gains a front
row seat to the ever-shifting political and
social currents of the time. Through his eyes
we meet a host of characters, some
honourable and loyal, some unsavoury and
traitorous, but all so authentically human
and realistic. In fact, Watada populates his
story with many real historical figures, some
of the most influential Japanese community
members of their time, like Tommy Shoyama,
Morii Etsuji, Watanabe Etsuo, and Etsu Kaga
(the last three of whom give their names to
the title of the book, as etsu is translated as
pleasure).

Daniel’s journalistic career with the New
Canadian (the only Japanese-run paper
allowed to publish throughout the war
years) soon sweeps him away to interior
British Columbia and Ontario, to internment
camps, self-supporting sites, and prisoner-of-

war camps. He witnesses a series of all-too-
real incidents: the seizure of Japanese-
owned fishing boats, acts of rebellion against
relocation, even the prominent trial of an
alleged Issei crime lord.

Torn between personal loyalties,
professional obligations, and the political
dilemma of whether to cooperate or resist,
Daniel is borne along by the Kuroshio (black
current), which carries him to his fate.

This is not an easy read. It is not a happy
read. But it is certainly an important one.
With meticulous, well-researched detail,
Watada’s narrative does not shy away from
the harrowing cruelties, the bickering
factions, and the political strife. Yet, it also
pays tribute to the strength and resilience of
a community, their deeply realized humanity,
and their prevailing desire to help each other
and build better lives for their families. The
Three Pleasures is sure to remain an
important and enduring work in the history
of Japanese Canadian literature.

TheThree Pleasures: a novel
By TerryWatada
ISBN 9781772140958
324 pages

Tsundoku Takedown by Kristin Midori Muraki 積ん読 tsundoku: (n.) the practice of
amassing a great number of books,

only to let them pile up, unread

Summer throwback - CJCA Stampede breakfast July 6, 2019


