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 April 29, 2019 
Annual General Meeting      - report by Roger Teshima 
 
Although the crowd was smaller than we had hoped for, considering the spring snowstorm that blew 
in on the weekend, we were very thankful for those who did attend. 
 
Our Treasurer, Shirley Shigematsu, gave her financial report and the proposed budget for the 
coming year. Both motions to accept the reports were passed. The deposits of several significant 
grants were noted in the financial statements but the records certainly didn’t describe the detailed and 
diligent work that was completed by Shirley in her efforts to secure those grants. Great job, Shirley! 
 
The Facility Report presented by Vice-President Maureen Coleman was also accepted. In it 
Maureen described the major kitchen renovation that occurred this past year. It is now a commercial-
grade kitchen that has made the operation in the kitchen so much more efficient and pleasant. Her 
report also included our current plans for new projects such as the audio-visual upgrading and an 
improved security system for our Centre. 
 
Wendy Nagata Mahtoy was happy to report that the Calgary Nikkei Cultural Fund is now established 
and has already received a number of applications. Thanks go to the current committee members, 
Susan Matsumoto and Fran Esler, as well as the group of original organizers whose vision has 
resulted in a grant program to help those who are furthering the dissemination of and the highlighting 
of the Japanese culture. Thank you Ted Wada, Ruth Nagata, Shirley Shigematsu and Harvey 
Tanaka. 
 
I am most pleased to present our Board for 2019: Maureen Coleman, Tomo Honda, Ben Lim, Fong 
Louie, Wendy Nagata Mahtoy, Ken Richardson, Shirley Shigematsu, Harvey Tanaka and myself. 
We have been elected to serve our community as the governance leaders. Our mandate is to 
examine issues concerning our community and to plan for opportunities that provide a variety of 
programs for our members. Our mission is to ensure that we, as a community, encourage and 
promote our Japanese heritage and culture, and that we preserve and record our long history in 
Calgary and in Canada for future generations.  
 
I took it upon myself to recognize a few individuals who have played major roles in our community 
association. There are so many that deserve to be mentioned and that will eventually happen. So 
much of the volunteer work that these people have donated to our community has gone unnoticed 
because it is often work done in the background. I want the community to join with me in thanking Pat 
Jetté (Quarterly Newsletter), Allan Okabe (website), Shirley Shigematsu (Treasurer & grant writer), 
Maureen Coleman (Vice-President & Facility Project Manager) and her sidekick John Coleman.  
 
Thank you to all those who attended our meeting and, of course, thanks to Ted Wada for willingness 
to come out and lend his technical support. 
 


