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Although Keiro-kai is not exactly a 

holiday it is a national “Respect for the 
Aged Day” in Japan.  With this in mind, 
CJCA hosted a special afternoon of food 
and entertainment to honor the more 
seasoned members of the Calgary 
Japanese community on Sunday, 
January 31, 2016 at the Nikkei Centre.  
 

The afternoon was kicked off with a 
warm welcome to all in attendance by 
our host for the event, Christine Nugent.   

 
CJCA President, Joanne Planidin 
followed with her own words of 
welcome and appreciation for the past 
and continued contributions made by 
our seniors along with how happy we 
were that the event was well attended.  
 

We were pleased to have a quartet of 
young musicians from the Amichi String 
Program kick off the afternoon’s 
entertainment.  Chris Fang and Hitomi 
Miyaji on violin, Wesley O’Brien on viola 
and Nicola Johnson on cello delighted 
the crowd with their performance.   
 

“Keiro-kai” continued on Page 4. 

 
 

LOCATED AT 

CALGARY NIKKEI CULTURAL  
& SENIORS CENTRE 

2236 – 29th Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta   T3E 2K2 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Friday 

8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Closed Weekends & Holidays 
(Subject to change.) 

 

CONTACT US 

Office Administrator:  Mari Sasaki 
TEL:  (403) 242-4143 

FAX:  1 (888) 367-7549 
EMAIL:  cjcamain@shaw.ca 

WEBSITE:  

www.calgaryjca.com 
 

“Respect for the Aged Day” 
 

Keiro-kai 2016 
by Christine Nugent & Brenda Nugent 

mailto:cjcamain@shaw.ca
http://www.calgaryjca.com/
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2016 – 2017  
CJCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President, Joanne Planidin 

jbplanidin@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President,  
Treasurer,  
Secretary,  
 

COMMITTEE DIRECTORS 

Community & Seniors Foundation, 
Shirley Shigematsu 

shirleyshigematsu@shaw.ca 
 
Taeko Nagao 

ntaeko@telus.net 
 
Chris Booth 
Kiyomi Planidin Wong 
Maureen Coleman 
Rocky Oishi 
Roger Teshima 
Russell Hironaka 
Tomoko Button 
Yoshiko Planidin 
Yukiko Moriya 
 

EX-OFFICIO 

Tom Nawata, Advisor 
tnawata@planet.net 
 
National Assn. of Japanese Canadians 
Kevin Okabe, Executive 
 

SUPPORT SERVICES 

Advertising 
Bob Planidin 
 
Communication & Webmaster 
Allan Okabe 
 
Health & Social Services 
Gail Mukaida 
kermodercousnselling@gmail.com 
 
Library, Michiyo Lim 
 
Omatsuri Festival, Chairperson 
Ted Wada 
tgwada@ymail.com 
 
Q-Newsletter, Coordinator 
Pat Jetté 
cjca-quarterly@shaw.ca 
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Here we are again, at the end of 

another fantastic and eventful fiscal 
year.  Each year has its own special mix 
of successes and challenges but it is the 
hard work and dedication of the Board 
of Directors that bring it all together.   
Thank you to all of these fantastic 
individuals, without whom the 
organization would be just a shell and 
not the vibrant entity that it is today. 

 
2016 marks the end of their tenure for 
both Cindy Nagata-McMillan and Ted 
Nakatsu.  These two individuals are such 
an integral part of the Executive Team 
that it is hard to imagine the Board 
without their guidance and expertise.   
On behalf of the rest of the Board and 
the entire community, I would like to 
extend our deepest appreciation for the 
hard work and dedication of these two 
very special individuals.  We wish them 
every success and know that they have 
earned some time for themselves and 
their families.   I know that they will stay 
involved and hopefully will again lend 
their expertise to the Board or to a 

committee or special project.  Thank you 
Cindy and Ted, you will be missed! 
 

Welcome to the newest members of the 
CJCA Board of Directors.  It is so exciting 
to be able to double the size of the 
board in just one election!  Welcome to 
Yukiko Moriya, Kiyomi Planidin Wong, 
Chris Booth, Roger Teshima and Rocky 
Oishi.  Returning are Russ Hironaka, 
Shirley Shigematsu, Taeko Nagao and 
Tomoko Button. 
 

Consulate General of Japan - At the end 
of March we bid a fond farewell to 
Consul General Tamura and Mrs. 
Tamura.  His tenure here in Calgary 
although short, continued the strong 
relationship we have come to enjoy 
between our community and the 
Consulate office.  We value the close 
relationship, one of mutual 
understanding and cooperation we 
share and hope to continue with the new 
Consul.  We wish him all the best in his 
retirement and if the opportunity arises, 
we hope that he will be able to come 
back to Calgary to reconnect and renew 
old acquaintances. 
 

National Association AGM - Calgary will 
be host to the 2016 National Conference 
and AGM.  Representatives from 
member organizations across the 
country and the many committees 
within the national organization will 
gather on the weekend of  
September 8th – 11th. 
 

“President” continued on Page 3. 
 

President’s Report 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Joanne Terakita Planidin 

mailto:jbplanidin@gmail.com
mailto:shirleyshigematsu@shaw.ca
mailto:ntaeko@telus.net
mailto:tnawata@planet.net
mailto:kermodercousnselling@gmail.com
mailto:tgwada@ymail.com
mailto:cjca-quarterly@shaw.ca
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“President” continued… 

The planning committee spearheaded 
by Kevin Okabe has been busy planning 
the various aspects of this AGM and 
conference.   Saturday will be a 
conference which will have a broad 
range of workshops following 3 main 
streams/themes – Heritage, Human 
Rights and Young Leaders.  On Saturday 
evening there will be a Gala Dinner to 
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of 
the Issei Volunteers.   The hope is that all 
of the many community groups and 
organizations will take part in 
showcasing the greater Calgary 
community to our national counterparts.  
Stay tuned for details as they are 
confirmed. 

 
The 2016 Annual General Meeting was 
held at the Nikkei Centre on Sunday, 
April 24, 2016.  We were very fortunate 
to have a great turnout of the 
membership to conduct the business of 
the association with approximately 53 
members and some additional special 
guests, friends and family who came to 
honor the National Merit Award 
recipients. 
 

We were honoured to have as our guest 
speaker, Mr. Howie Shikaze (above), the 
new Chair of the Calgary Police 
Commission.   
 

Mr. Howie Shikaze - Howie was first 
appointed to the commission in 2010.  
He has served in various capacities in his 
tenure; as the Vice-chair of the 
Commission; Chair of the Finance and 
Audit Committee, and Chair of the 
Personnel Committee overseeing 
spending and audit processes for the 
Calgary Police Service as well as the lead 
in the recruitment process to hire the 
newest Police Chief. 
 
 
 
 

Howie has enjoyed a very successful 35 
year career, owning a successful 
accounting firm and also as a partner in 
the firm of MNP LLP.  He is a member 
and fellow of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Alberta and a graduate 
of the Institute of Corporate Directors. 
 

Howie’s community contributions are 
many including the board of the YMCA, 
Calgary Rotary, political affiliations and 
also a past Director on the CJCA Board. 
 

CJCA Board of Directors 
Returning Directors:  Russell Hironaka, 
Shirley Shigematsu (CJCA Community & 
Senior’s Foundation Treasurer), Taeko 
Nagao, Tomoko Button, Joanne Planidin 
Welcome to the New CJCA Directors: 
Yukiko Moriya, Kiyomi Planidin Wong, 
Chris Booth, Roger Teshima, Rocky Oishi 
Ex-Officio Members: Tom Nawata, 
Kevin Okabe (National Executive Board) 
 

Following the adjournment of the 
meeting, everyone enjoyed a very tasty 
bento lunch provided by Daruma 
Restaurant. 

 
 

 

Yamato Drum mers of 
Japan - Bakuon 

by Cindy Nagata-McMillan 

On Wednesday, February 3, Kaley and 

Jory, the Kinjo Brothers provided a fresh 
start to the evening with their 
collaborative, soulful performance in the 
lobby of the Jack Singer concert hall.   
Their performance provided a perfect 
lead in to the main event. 
 
 
 

Traditional drums were an essential part 
of Japanese culture and used at religious 
functions for close to 1,500 years.   
Although its origins are ancient, 
contemporary taiko drumming took root 
when a jazz musician from Nagano, 
Daihachi Oguchi expanded his 
arrangements to include multiple 
drummers and began performing taiko 
outside religious festivals.   
 

Masa Ogawa, the Yamato Drummers 
founder created a worldwide 
phenomenon after debuting at the 1998 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, (world’s 
largest art festival) when their 
performance earned them the Spirit of 
the Fringe Award.  The Yamato 
Drummers, who hail from Nara 
prefecture in Japan have performed over 
3,000 shows worldwide in 53 countries 
since 1993.  Their technical brilliance and 
evolution as a team can be attributed by 
the fact that this group lives and works 
together in a community to continually 
create in a collaborative way.   
   
In their show, entitled Bakuon, - Legend 
of the Heartbeat, the Yamato 
Drummers, a dynamic group of twenty, 
electrified their audience with their 
precision timed wadaiko drum wizardry 
from the moment of commencement to 
the very last beat of the evening. They 
were an athletic spectacle, showcasing 
their extraordinary strength and whose 
very power mesmerized, energized and 
astounded their audience members.  
Every ounce of energy expended 
throughout the course of their 
remarkable performance was felt 
pounding in the heart of audience 
members.  Their drums ranged in size, 
creating the most delicate of tempos to 
earth shaking intensity.  The Yamato 
Drummer’s performance was a mix of 
hypnotizing choreography, and a flare 
for the dramatic with exquisite 
costuming to inspire the imagination of 
audience members.   
 

The Yamato Drummers clearly respect 
this ancient cultural wadaiko tradition 
and shine Japan in such a positive light, 
that their ancestor’s heartbeats would 
be pounding with pride.  Thank you, 
Yamato Drummers for giving us your all! 
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“Keiro-kai” continued… 

While the CJCA Board members, who 
were our servers for the afternoon 
delivered soup to the tables, Christine 
along with the assistance of Sakura, 
Midori and Nanako drew and passed out 
the first round of door prizes. 
 

Before the extremely delicious bento 
boxes were served, the entertainment 
resumed with a couple of exquisite 
dance performances by members of the 
Kaede Cultural Society.  As is always the 
case, these dances were well received. 
The attendees were then treated to a 
bento box lunch that was prepared by 
Chef Shinya Tanaka of Roku Restaurant. 

 
The final performers of the afternoon 
were the Midnight Taiko Drummers who 
delighted the audience with several 
spirited performances.  The attendees 
also enjoyed some lovely sweets as 
provided by Amandine Bakery along 
with a variety of sembe and other treats 
provided by True World Foods.  The final 
door prizes were given out along with 
two sets of Flames Tickets, one for lower 
bowl seats generously donated by David 
Kamitakahara.  The winner of the 50/50 
was also announced. 
 

As the festivities were drawing to a 
close, Christine and Joanne again 
thanked everyone for attending as well 
as expressing great appreciation to all of 
the sponsors and volunteers without 
whom the event would not have been 
possible.  Before the end of the 
afternoon, there were some kind words 
from Kotobuki President, Kathrine 
Nugent, who spoke on behalf of the 
attendees to thank everyone for the 
lovely afternoon that was organized for 
them and the hope that 2016 would not 
be the last time for such a celebration.  
 
 

With special thanks to the CJCA 2016 
Keiro-kai Sponsors including: 
 

Tom Sugimoto 
Kamitakahara Investment Team 

Okabe Family 
Kaede Cultural Society 

True World Foods 
 Eagle Quest Golf  
Amandine Bakery 

Midnight Taiko  
Unicom Graphics 

Shinya Tanaka - Roku Restaurant  

 

 
Located at: 

Royal Oak Park Shopping Centre 
(403) 718-9077 

 

ALBERTA WILDFIRES – 
EMERGENCY APPEAL! 

by Kevin Okabe 

As you may have heard, the Town of 

Fort McMurray has been devastated by 
forest fires which has forced the 
evacuation of the entire town.  As the 
fire spread throughout the town, 
thousands of homes and buildings were 
destroyed, disrupting the lives of 
thousands of people.  As with past 
disasters, we call upon everyone in the 
CJCA community to help out in this 
great cause in any way you can.   
 

You can make an immediate impact by 
making a donation to an agency that is 
supporting disaster relief efforts for 
example (The Canadian Red Cross at 
http://www.redcross.ca/) 
 

We offer all of our thoughts and support 
to those that have been deeply affected 
by this tragedy. 
 
 

CJCA Business 
Networking Group 

“Like” us at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups

/643504739077594/ 

by Joanne Planidin 
 

April 12, 2016 - The newly formed 
Business Networking group continues to 
grow and as of the April event has over 
50 members both on Facebook and via 
email distribution.  The members are 
very diverse and bring with them a wide 
variety of experiences and business 
acumen. 
 

The most recent event was held on April 
12 at the Nikkei Centre.  The evening 
began with the networking segment 
which included an icebreaker activity.   
Everyone was so engaged by the 
conversations, it was hard to tear them 
away to move from one group to the 
next.  
 

We were very fortunate to have as our 
guest speaker for the evening, Mr. 
Yukichi Hattori of the Alberta Ballet.  
This is his 10th and final season, 
embarking on a new venture later this 
year.  He gave a very interesting talk on 
his personal success and provided some 
thoughtful perspectives. 
 

There were a number of requests to 
have children in attendance, however 
since this was a business focused event, 
we limited the attendance to adults 
only.  Mr. Hattori has been gracious 
enough to make himself available for 
another event for CJCA members and 
their children to meet him personally.  
Please stay tuned as details are 
confirmed. 
 

The registration fee includes a light 
snack and food for this event was 
provided by Kabuku Restaurant in 
Aspen. 

 
 

http://www.redcross.ca/
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LONG-LIFE 

 

KOTOBUKI KAI 
by Lorraine McNeill  
 

2016  
CALGARY KOTOBUKI SOCIETY  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President, Kathrine Nugent 

Past-President, Bill Toyota 

Vice-President, Tetsuo Wada 

Treasurer, Albert Nawata 

Secretary, Tobie Sakamoto 

DIRECTORS  
Nancy Kondo 

Ruth Nagata 
Satomi Okabe 

Haruyo Onishi 
Patricia Sakura 
Tom Uyeno 
Kathleen Wall 
 

 
 

 

February Events:   
Thanks to our Travel group, Grace 
Wada and Tina Peng, and with much 
help from Ted, members enjoyed 
the outing to Solid Gold 2 and the 
lively music of the 80’s at Stage 
West. As always, the buffet offered a 
wide variety of choices, from 
seafood to desserts. 

 

 
A special Valentine bento, thanks to 
the special events committee and 
Toban D, began with a delicious tofu 
filled miso soup followed by nigari 
(rice balls) filled with salmon, beef 
and umeboshi, accompanied by 
Chiyoko Nishihata’s onishimi  
(vegetable dish) and condiments of 
pickled cucumbers, takuwan and 
seaweed followed by orange 
sections for dessert. Ted presented a 
hilarious JibJab featuring Kathrine 
and Ruth Nagata. 
 

The afternoon craft had members 
engaged in card making using 
origami paper organized by Toban D 
and Amy, Pat and Aiko. Upstairs 
mahjong players had a good time 
under the direction of Dave 
Horiguchi.  
 

A Happy Birthday to Iwao (Ike) 
Ikenouye, who turned 90!  Ruth 
Nagai, after serving for 19 years, 
retired from her position of 
Secretary. Ruth with her exceptional 
organizational skills and amazing 
memory, had all members relying on 
her for any issue that happened to 
come up. Tobie Sakamoto now has 
this monumental task. Knowing 
Tobie, she will fulfill this position 
with much dedication and 
competence.  

Thank you Toban D for the lunch 
from Swiss Chalet on the 24th. 
 

March Events:  

Movie of the month, “Roboji”, a 
comedy about seniors, was enjoyed 
by all.   
 

March 23rd was the last day for 
Consul General Tamura and his wife 
in Calgary.  Sushi from Kinjo’s and 
mochi from Fosters was ordered for 
lunch on the 22nd to mark this 
occasion. Best wishes from all of us 
on their retirement in Japan. 
 

Another milestone was celebrated 
on the 29th as we celebrated Hiroshi 
Kuwahara’s 102nd birthday. We 
enjoyed bento from Kinjo’s (Toban 
A), and a special cake from 
Amandine. Members were 
encouraged to bring a friend, one 
eligible for future membership, for 
lunch. 
 

Our “102” Birthday Boy! 

 
 

 
Mark Wang of Kinjo’s 
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April Events:   

 
The “Sakura Tea” month kept 
committee members busy 
organizing and preparing for the 23rd 
afternoon.  Toban D’s craft project 
had ladies cutting and sewing hot 
plate savers and gathering other 
items for the tea sale. 
 

Our speaker on April 23rd, Jen 
Shukuda, Personal Care Manager 
and RN Qualicare Calgary, grand-
daughter of Jim Tomimoto, gave 
much needed information on 
caregiving for aging loved ones such 
as self- managed care, access to 
other helpful agencies, and 
affordability of these programs. 
Qualicare was started by Jaime 
Thompson, who experiencing the 
difference in the wishes of both her 
grandmothers regarding care, 
recognized “that each family is 
diverse and therefore requires 
different tailored care… to give them 
the quality of life they deserved”. 
Karen Yip, daughter of Jim 
Tomimoto, said Qualicare gave her 
Dad that quality of life and helped 
the family deal with difficult 
decisions. 
 

Thank you everyone for all your 
work with all Kotobuki activities. 

 

 
Many attended the CJCA AGM, as 
Ruth Nagata, was honored for her 
tireless work in the community. 

 

SAKURA TEA - April 23rd 
Tables of blue with vases of Sakura 
blossoms and walls covered with 
colorful noren, greeted visitors as 
they met with family and friends 
over tea and goodies. Tables of 
artfully displayed craft items from 
cards, origami figures, crocheted and 
sewn kitchen items to baking tables 
of mochi, pies, squares, cookies, 
loaves and cakes, were hard to resist. 
Trays of assorted sushi and yaki soba 
were purchased and enjoyed by 
many with their tea. 
 

Many outside vendors set up tables, 
selling jewellery, Japanese ware, 
mein noodles, and miso. Ken and 
Kendra Nakagama again travelled 
from Lethbridge to set up Japanese 
goods from their store.  
 

A wide variety of items were 
displayed and raffled off throughout 
the afternoon. Thank you to the 
many donations from the 
membership and to Nakagama`s 
Store, Yoshiko Mino, Pat Jetté, 
Lenora Garrison and Mrs. Tamura, 
wife of the former Consul General, 
for their generous contributions. 
Thanks go to Paul Jetté for capturing 
this event with his wonderful 
photography. 
 

Kudo`s to chairman Ted Wada and 
all the committee leaders and 
tireless Kotobuki members and their 
families for their work in making this 
Tea another success. 
 

UPCOMING KOTOBUKI EVENTS: 
 

KOTOBUKI GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 

 

When: 
Monday, June 6, 2016 at 10:00 am 

Where:  
The Cochrane Golf Club,  

240 Riverview Drive, Cochrane 
Phone: (403) 932-5103 

 

This is a 9-hole easy walking course. 
There are pull carts and riding carts 
available. Cost for a pull cart is 
$5.00 and $12.00 per person for a 

riding cart or $23.00 for 2 sharing a 
cart. 
 

We will again go with the Scramble 
format. Ladies will hit off the red 
tees and men the white. 
 

Cost: $20.00 per player    
(Tournament fee is $32.00. Thank 

you to Kotobuki for generously 
subsidizing each player.) 
Lunch: Killarney’s at the Clubhouse. 
Players will be responsible for their 
own lunch. 
 

This fun tournament is open to 

Kotobuki members. We have 
reserved 6 tee times, 24 players for 

9 holes of play. 
 

Please phone Lorraine at: 
(403) 282- 7270 to reserve your 
spot or email at l.mcneill@shaw.ca 
 

 

 

mailto:l.mcneill@shaw.ca
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IN MEMORY 
by Roy Nagata 

 

 
 

The Calgary Nikkei 

community is saddened by 

the passing of: 
 

MORIMOTO, Thomas Eiichi 
On December 14, 2015 in Kelowna, 
BC at the age of 97. Thomas was 
born on May 18, 1918 in Edmonton. 
He is survived by his loving wife H. 
Kim of 69 years, grandchildren Ariel 
and Danielle; great grandchild 
Stanley; brothers Jack, William, 
George and many extended family 
and friends.  Tom enlisted in WWII as 
a radio operator in the Third 
Canadian Divisional Signals. He 
graduated with BSc and MSc in 
Chemical Engineering from the 
University of Alberta. He was 
employed by Brown & Root 
Engineering in Calgary, in designing 
oil field processing plants. 
 

McEVOY, Mayumi  
(December 27, 1976 - Anan, Japan – 
February 15, Calgary, Canada.  
Mayumi McEvoy, beloved wife of 
Stephen McEvoy, passed away on 
February15, 2016 at the age of 39 
years. Mayumi is survived by 
husband Stephen, sons Louis, Hugh 
and Ren. She is also survived by her 
mother Hisayo Katsuse. 
 
 

 
HORI, Peter Hideo  
(January 1918 - January 2016) Peter 
Hori passed away at the Beverly Care 
Centre in Calgary, Alberta at the age 
of 98 years. He was one of the eight 
children of Zenya and Haruye Hori. 
The Hori's owned a family grocery 
store on Powell Street in Vancouver. 
During the Depression, Peter helped 
out in delivering grocery. Caroline 
Aiko Kobayashi was born at 
Okanagan Centre near Kelowna, BC 
on December, 1916, eldest daughter 
of Denbe Kobayashi and Hiroko 
Yanagizawa from Nagano, Japan. 
She was employed by Hollyburn 
Dressmakers owned by Dorothy 
Hori. It was there that she met Peter 
Hori. When WWII was declared, she 
went back to the Okanagan. 
 

Peter was interned at Bay Farm, 
Slocan, but was able to leave the 
camps and work in the Okanagan. 
Peter and Aiko were married in 1944 
and their daughter Rosalind Shizue 
was born in February 1945. When 
she was three months old, the family 
moved to Hamilton, Ontario, stayed 
there for three years before moving 
to Calgary in 1948. 
 

In Calgary they bought a small 
neighborhood store and named it 
"Your Food Shop". Later, he found 
employment as a produce manager 
for Co-op where he served for over 
twenty-five years retiring in 1982 at 
the age of sixty- three. Peter and 
Aiko have a daughter Rosie and son-
in-law Douglas Gundry-White in the 
USA. Nieces Kathrine Nugent and 
Maureen Coleman (née Matsuoka) 
are members of the Japanese 
community. 

 MASUDA, Akira (Aki) 
June 5, 1927 - New Westminster, BC 
- February 20, 2016 Calgary, Alberta.  
Akira (Aki) Masuda, beloved 
husband, father and grandfather 
passed away on Saturday, February 
20, 2016 at the age of 88 years. Aki 
graduated from the University of 
Alberta with a BSc and MSc in 
Chemical Engineering. He worked 
for Hudson's Bay Oil & Gas for over 
25 years, rising to the position of 
Vice President of Production before 
retiring in 1984 from Dome 
Petroleum. Aki was an avid golfer, 
fisherman and skier. 
 

Beside his loving wife Misae, Aki is 
survived by his children, Jean (Larry 
Henderson), Kim (Dan McCormack) 
and Jay (Chen Tee Chong) all of 
Calgary, and grandchildren, 
Alexandra, Cam, Jacqueline, Jocy, 
Nick, and Ethan. Aki was 
predeceased by his daughter Naomi 
and his siblings Edith (Gorge) Kosaka 
and Jimmy (Nobuko) Masuda. 
 

KAMITAKAHARA, Alfie Keiji  
Alfie of Vancouver, BC passed away 
on Christmas day at the age of 86 
years. Besides his wife Rosie (Okano) 
of 57 years, he leaves to mourn son 
John (Carol-Anne) and daughter 
Alisa (Kerry Barschel). Alfie was born 
in Eburne, BC in 1929. He is survived 
by brothers George in Vancouver, 
Saburo (Kiyomi) in Lethbridge, 
Noboru (Kaz), Harold (Julie) and 
Keiko, all of Calgary. He was 
predeceased by mother Yaye (1975), 
father Fred (1990), sisters Akiko 
(Eichi) Harada and Ayako (Seizi) 
Omae. Alfie was the owner of Kami 
Insurance Agencies Ltd. of 
Vancouver. He served the Japanese 
community from early on with the 
Lethbridge and Alberta JCCA in the 
1950’s. 
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KUWAHARA, Tom  
Tom passed away on February 25, 
2016 at the age of 97 years. He 
was born on September 11, 1919 in 
Mission, BC. Tom along with his 
brother Hiroshi Kuwahara, and 
cousin Robert Hori, was one of the 
surviving owners of Silk-O-Lina Ltd., 
a retail clothing and fabric store 
founded in 1932 as the Nippon Silk 
Products Co. Ltd. In its prime time 
the company had 18 stores across 
Western Canada. The store finally 
closed in 1997. Tom was active in the 
Rotary Club following his retirement. 
He enjoyed wood carving of birds at 
the Nikkei Centre. He was 
predeceased by his wife Ceo of 62 
years. He is survived by his 
daughters Linda, Arlene, Cheryl and 
son Brian (Judy). Grandchildren 
Patrick, Miyoko, Sean (Michelle), Ian 
(Macarena), Thomas, Steven, 
Jennifer, Stephanie, and Kimberly 
and great-grandchildren Sofia, 
Chloe, Sadie, Mateo, and Mia. 
 

FUJIMOTO, Tatsuo  
(January 25, 1931 - March 24, 2016) 
Tatsuo Fujimoto passed away in 
Calgary on Thursday, March 24, 2016 
at the age of 85 years. He is survived 
by his son Darryl, daughter-in-law 
Stacey and grandson Justin; Yuki 
Adachi, Yosh Fujimoto, Yas (Liz) 
Fujimoto, Nobuo (Yoko) Fujimoto, 
Mitzi (Jack) Fujino, George Fujimoto 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 
 
 
 
 

 
KONNO, Chiyeko  
(December 2, 1929 - March 26, 2016) 
Chiyeko "Chick" Konno (née 
Shigehiro), beloved wife of Akira of 
Calgary, passed away on Saturday, 
March 26, 2016 at the age of 86 
years. 
 

Chiyeko was born in White Rock, BC. 
She is survived by her husband Aki; 
their children, Mel (Debbie) Konno, 
Gord (Leslie) Konno, Laurie (Guy) 
Martineau, Doug (Cheryl) Konno; 
their eleven grandchildren, eleven 
great-grandchildren and a large 
extended family. 
 

TAKENAKA, Tamotsu “Tamo” 
(October 12, 1930 - April 15, 2016) 
Tamotsu passed away on Friday, 
April 15, 2016 at the age of 85 years. 
Tam was born in Woodfibre, BC on 
October 12, 1930.  During WW II, the 
family was relocated to New Denver, 
BC. He met his love of his life Jolene 
Mutsuko Takeyasu at the baseball 
tournament in Lethbridge when he 
was 21 years old. Tam and Jolene 
enjoyed 58 years of marriage 
together until Jolene's passing in 
January 2013. In 1958, they moved to 
Calgary where Tamo obtained his 
post-secondary education and 
started a 32 year drafting career with 
Imperial Oil as manager of the 
drafting department. Tam is 
survived by his daughters Lisa (Blair 
McLean), Shana (Stuart 
Woodhouse), grandsons Ryan and 
Curtis Woodhouse and his brother 
Mamo (Gayle). 
 

We extend our heartfelt 

condolences to the families. 
 

 

 
by Laura Sugimoto 

We have had a busy spring with numerous 

activities at the Temple, including 
Hanamatsuri, our AGM, and our annual 
Keirokai lunch at the end of May.  We have 
become expert mein noodle makers, and we 
rented the CJCA kitchen in April to roll, cut, 
and cook them; it’s a real community event, 
and we have had a lot of fun doing it.  The 
noodles are a very popular product.  We have 
sold them at the Temple and also had some 
available at the Sakura Tea. 
 

We have several upcoming events.  On July 
15 or 16 (date to be confirmed), Makino 
Sensei from Hawaii will be speaking at the 
Temple before he goes to Lethbridge for 
their Obon services. 
 

On July 17 and 18, we will be working a 
casino, which is our biggest fundraiser.  If 
anyone is interested in helping at the casino, 
you can contact Jean Masuda, Calgary 
Buddhist Temple Casino Coordinator at: 
 

Phone: (403) 255-6087,  

Email: j.masuda95@gmail.com  
or register directly at: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/
8050C4EADAA28A46-casino 

 
Our Obon will be held on August 28, with 
graveside services in the morning and the 
service at the Temple at 3:00, followed by a 
light meal.  We have invited seniors from the 
Lethbridge Temple to join us.  We look 
forward to hosting them, and we hope that 
you will all attend to welcome them and to 
visit with them. 
 

Our regular services continue at the Temple 
on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am, preceded 
by mediation from 9:10 to 9:40.  There is also 
a service/mediation on Thursday evenings 
from 7:30 to 8:30. 
 

The Temple is located at 658—1 Avenue N.E. 
Check our website for ongoing information 
about Temple activities:   

www.calgary-buddhist.ab.ca 
 

Thank you for your continuing support. 
 

 
 

mailto:j.masuda95@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C4EADAA28A46-casino
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C4EADAA28A46-casino
http://www.calgary-buddhist.ab.ca/
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MAY 

 

Sunday, May 22, 2016 
 

JUNE 

 
CJCA Casino (Volunteers) 

June 1 & 2, 2016 
 (Wednesday & Thursday) 

 

 

Date: Sunday, June 26th, 2016  
Starting: 10:00am 

Location: Edworthy Park   Site # 2 
Japanese Bento Box available. 

(Pre-order only @ $ 15.00) 
For Bento Box order,  

please contact NJCA: 
order@njcacalgary.ca or 

ntaeko@telus.net 
You can also purchase a Bento 

ticket at CJCA office. 
This is for all age event. 

**In case of inclement weather, BENTO 
will be distributed at the Centre** 

JULY/AUGUST 

Date: July 4th to July 8th (5 Days) 
Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm 

Age: 4-6yrs Fee: $ 70.00 
Register: cjcamain@shaw.ca or 

(403)242-4143 
 

STAMPEDE BREAKFAST 

Saturday, July 9, 2016 (9-11 am) 
 

Kaede Casino (Volunteers) 
August 30 & 31, 2016 

Where:  Elbow River Casino 
Volunteers please contact: 
kaedecalgary@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
by Ted Wada, Omatsuri Festival Chair 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:   
This year's 6th Omatsuri Festival will be on Saturday, August 13, 2016.   

This year, the Omatsuri venue will be at the  
MAX BELL CENTRE (1001 Barlow Trail SE) from 11am to 6pm.  

 

Please check the Omatsuri website regularly at: 
Calgaryjapanesefestival.com 

Once a year, all the Japanese communities in Calgary get together to celebrate our fascinating 

culture in a traditional way. Planning is already under way to make this year's Omatsuri another 
exciting cultural experience for the current and future generations in Alberta and the most 
important ingredient in the festival is your participation. 
 

Mark the date on your calendar and just come as you are, with your family and friends, dressed in 
a kimono, yukata etc. Check out the website for volunteering, performing and vending 
opportunities as well as other details as its being updated continually. We are also looking for 
additional members, interested in being involved in the organizing committee. 
 

 
MEET “PARO”! 

PARO, the therapeutic seal robot is back! PARO is taking a break from lifting spirits 

across the world in hospitals and extended care facilities just to be with YOU at 
OMATSURI 2016. That’s right, the animal therapy substitute extraordinaire will be at the 

CONSULATE-GENERAL OF JAPAN IN CALGARY CULTURAL TENT on August 13th!  
Come and meet PARO in person for a dollop of ultra-cuteness!  

How many selfies can you wriggle into this year, PARO? 

*Post your selfies with PARO on social media using hashtag #paroselfie  

and watch the cuteness meter skyrocket! 
 

Upcoming 
Events 

(Activities held at the Centre  
unless otherwise specified.) 

mailto:order@njcacalgary.ca
mailto:ntaeko@telus.net
mailto:cjcamain@shaw.ca
mailto:kaedecalgary@gmail.com
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MONDAY 

 
CJCA KARAOKE CLUB 
Starting:  January 11  
From 11 am to 3 pm 
Contact:  Masa Onishi 

(403) 686-6993 or 

onishimasa@yahoo.com 

 
MIDNIGHT TAIKO KAI  
(Drumming - Evenings) 

Monday & alternate Thursday’s  
President:  Ben Lim 

Booking Info:  John Nguyen 
(403) 975-1270 or  

bookings@midnight-taiko.ca 
Website: www.midnight-taiko.ca 

TUESDAY 

 
KAEDE NO KAI (Odori/Dance) 

7 to 9 pm (& Wed. 7:30 to 9 pm) 
Instructor:  Joanne Planidin 

jbplanidin@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY 

KOTOBUKI KAI (Seniors) 

President:  Kathrine Nugent 
(403) 242-4691  

or knugent@hotmail.ca 

 
CJCA RENSHIKAN KARATE CLUB 

Starting:  January 13 
6 to 8 pm (& Saturday 9 to 10 am) 
Instructor:  Seichi “Sey” Yamashiro 

Contact:  cjcakarate@gmail.com 

THURSDAY 

SOGETSU IKEBANA GROUP 
Starting:  January 7 

6 to 9 pm (bi-weekly) 

Instructor:  Keiko Otsuki 
ikebanastudio@shaw.ca 

Website: www.ikebanastudio.com 

FRIDAY 

JLS - Friday Evenings (& Thursday) 
Classes held at: 

Queen Elizabeth Junior/Senior  

High School 
512 18th Street NW, Calgary 
Principal:  Yoko Fukushima 

(587) 582-8948 or 
contact@calgaryjls.com 

Website: www.calgaryjls.com 

 
ZUMBA FITNESS 

Starting:  January 8 to June 16 

10:00 – 10:45 am/11:00 – 11:45 am 
Licensed Instructor:  Aoi Kurosawa 

(403) 561-1340 or 
ciaociaoaoi@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/ 
zumbawithaoi/ 

SATURDAY 

 
NIHONGO TIME  

“Japanese Conversation” 
10 am to noon (year-round) 

Contact:  Taeko Nagao 
(403) 650-7634 or ntaeko@telus.net 

SUNDAY 

 
LINE DANCE CLUB 
Starting:  January 10 

3 to 5 pm (Drop-ins welcome!) 
Contacts:  Ted Wada or Rocky Oishi 

(403) 278-8061 or tgwada@ymail.com 
(403) 281-1203 or rjoishi@shaw.ca 
 

Programs 
(Activities held at the Centre  

unless otherwise specified.) 

mailto:onishimasa@yahoo.com
mailto:jbplanidin@gmail.com
mailto:knugent@hotmail.ca
mailto:cjcakarate@gmail.com
mailto:ikebanastudio@shaw.ca
http://www.ikebanastudio.com/
mailto:contact@calgaryjls.com
http://www.calgaryjls.com/
mailto:ciaociaoaoi@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
mailto:ntaeko@telus.net
mailto:tgwada@ymail.com
mailto:rjoishi@shaw.ca
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NEW JAPANESE CANADIAN 
ASSOCIATION (NJCA) 

   MAILING ADDRESS: 
   Box 34137, Westbrook P.O. 
   Calgary, AB   T3C 3W2 
   CONTACT US:  Alex Nagao 
   TEL:  (403) 251-1762 

   EMAIL:  nagaoa@telus.net 

   WEBSITE:  www.njcacalgary.ca 
 

 
 

2016-2017 
NJCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Atsuko Boyd 
Kiyomi Hayashi 
Naoki Ikeda 

Nokiko Kimura 
Michiko Lim 
Alex Nagao 
Mai Nagao 
Taeko Nagao 
Miyuki Perry 
Akemi Sato 

Shinya Tanaka 
Anna Tokunaga 

 
 

 

JAPANESE CULTURE FOR KIDS 
Starting:  January 7, 2016  

(Thursday & Friday) 
From 10:00 to 11:00 am  

(For children under age 6.) 
For detailed schedule/fee information: 

Taeko at (403) 650-7634 or 
japanesekidsclass@gmail.com 

 

2016 EVENTS SCHEDULE (NJCA) 
 

 

 
“Computer Classes” Free for CJCA/NJCA Members! 

WHEN:  Classes are held twice a month 
Classes are intended for beginner to mid-level users.  

You can participate if you:   are planning to start using a computer/internet/e-mail.- 
want to improve your computer skill - want to learn how to use applications (Excel, 
Word, Photo-editor, etc.) - have a question (hardware, software, iPad, PC, printer, 
trouble, etc.) - don't have a computer but want to try anyway (student computers are 
available).  Maximum 4 students at a time.   

To “reserve” your spot, contact:   
Alex Nagao at 403-390-0285 or nagaoa@telus.net   

You can check the class schedule at: http://teamup.com/ks9d5aa2c7a7c537 
 
 

 
JAPANESE YOUTH ASSOCIATION OF CALGARY 

FOR INFORMATION:  Mai Nagao at jyacalgary@gmail.com 

Website: http://jyacalgary.wordpress.com/ 
Find us on – Twitter and Facebook 

 

http://www.njcacalgary.ca/
mailto:japanesekidsclass@gmail.com
mailto:nagaoa@telus.net
http://teamup.com/ks9d5aa2c7a7c537
mailto:jyacalgary@gmail.com
http://jyacalgary.wordpress.com/
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MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Abacus (Soroban)  
Classes are year round! 

WHEN:  Wednesday (from 4 to 7 pm) 
LOCATION:  Nikkei Centre (Basement) 

For information & registration, please contact:   
Takayuki Hatakeyama at sorobancalgary@gmail.com 

(403) 667-5884 or http://abacuscalgary.com 

 

“KIMONO FAIR” hosted by NJCA 
Sunday, May 22, 2015 (10:00 am to 2:00 pm) 

Bring your kimono, professional make-up and kimono 

dressing service will be provided!  There will be kimono 
accessory sale, Japanese treat sale, kimono & obi rentals 
and kimono dressing class. 

Fee:  NJCA/CJCA members $10.00 (Non-members $15.00) 
(Appointment required!) RSVP & Inquiry: 

Taeko at (403) 650-7634  
order@njcacalgary.ca or ntaeko@telus.net 

 

 

"Drums of the Dragon" 

Midnight Taiko is holding a joint concert with the 

Calgary Wind Symphony entitled "Drums of the Dragon" 
that will be held on Sunday, June 12, 2016 at the  

Rosza Centre at the University of Calgary.  
This concert is at 2:30 pm.  

Tickets are $20/person (general seating). 
For more information visit: 

 http://www.midnight-taiko.ca/performances/drums-of-
the-dragon-concert/ 

 

 
67th Annual Japanese-Canadian Provincial 

Golf Tournament 
Once again, this event is being held at the beautiful Paradise Canyon Golf 

and Country  Club in Lethbridge on the weekend of July 23 & 24, 

2016 and looks to be bigger and better than ever. This tournament has 
become a very popular event over the years, therefore, it would be wise 
to get your entries in early to avoid disappointment. Please contact: 

Blake Tomiyama (Calgary) 

Phone: (403) 251-0266 or e-mail: tomiya1@telusplanet.net 
Mas Shigehiro (Lethbridge) 

Phone: (403) 328-7184 or e-mail: seisho@telus.net 
The JC Tournament online entry form is located at: 

http://www.jcgolf.ca/reg.cfm 

 
 

 
 

6th Ghost Town Bus Tour 
September 12 -16, 2016 

Sponsored by  
The Nikkei Cultural Society of Lethbridge &  Area (NCS of LA) 

 A 5-day bus tour to the West Kootenays - Visit former internment 
sites of Canadians of Japanese descent who were incarcerated 
during WWII - We will visit Slocan Valley, New Denver, Sandon, 
Kaslo and also Doukhobor Village & Museum in Castlegar - Visit 
Ainsworth Hot Springs prior to returning home 
Cost:  $825/person...price includes bus transportation, 4 nights 
hotel accomodations (double occupancy), all entry fees, and 7 
meals. Space is limited so register early!  Deposit cheque will be 
required.  
For more information contact:  George Takashima  
at geotak@shaw.ca or (403) 328-0156. 

 

mailto:sorobancalgary@gmail.com
http://abacuscalgary.com/
mailto:order@njcacalgary.ca
mailto:ntaeko@telus.net
http://www.midnight-taiko.ca/performances/drums-of-the-dragon-concert/
http://www.midnight-taiko.ca/performances/drums-of-the-dragon-concert/
mailto:tomiya1@telusplanet.net
mailto:seisho@telus.net
http://www.jcgolf.ca/reg.cfm
mailto:geotak@shaw.ca
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

2016 CJCA Casino Volunteers  

The next CJCA Casino event will be held June 1 & 2, 2016 

(Wednesday & Thursday) at the Casino Calgary (located near 
Barlow and 16th Avenue NE) - note change in the Casino.  We are once 
again looking for volunteers to help out in all positions.  No prior 
experience is necessary, and best of all, all volunteers are entitled to 
free food & drink on us! 

The positions available include: 
Alternate General Manager - Banker/Fill Clerk – Cashier - Chip Runner - 
Count Room General Manager - Count Room Supervisor - Count Room 
The shifts available include: 
Morning/Afternoon Shift:  11 AM to 7:30 PM 
Evening Shift:  6:30 PM to 3:30 AM (early morning) 
Count Room:  11:00 PM to 3:30 AM (early morning) 

If you are interested in volunteering, or would like to find out more, 
please contact Mari Sasaki at the CJCA office 

at (403) 242-4143 Ext. 4 or e-mail: cjcamain@shaw.ca 
 

All proceeds from the casino will be used to support the 
operations of the CJCA’s Senior’s & Community Centre  

and CJCA programs! 
 

 

 

  

Special Book Pre-Order! 
TAIKEN is an overview of Japanese Canadian history 

from the early immigrants in the late 1800s through 
internment and redress to recent achievements.  This 

book is based on the long-term exhibition TAIKEN on 
display at the Nikkei National Museum since 2012. 

Cost:  Approx. $16. 
Please contact the CJCA office to pre-order! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARIGATO NOTE! 
by Mari Sasaki 

 

Many thanks and appreciation to John Maruyama!  

 John has been quietly maintaining the facility. Because of his 
attention to detail…whenever he notices any safety concerns 

with flooring or other issues he has been quick to repair them.  
 Thank you for keeping us all safe! 

 

 

Wonderful people… 
“Hello Mari…I just wanted to take 
a minute to thank you and the 
other folks at the CJCA for your 
very kind and valuable help with 
my novel. I have attached a copy 
of the cover and will be bringing a 
couple of copies by when the book 
comes out in October.  So thank 
you again so very much and all the 
best to you and the wonderful 
people at the Japanese Community 
Centre. And I will stop by soon to 
see you.  And Mr. Nagata and 
some of the other members as 
well…Best David” 

 

 

Thank You Hitmen Fans! 

 
by Michelle Ward, mward@CalgaryFlames.com 

Sponsorship & Ticketing Sales Executive –  
Calgary Sports & Entertainment Corp.  

“Many of you joined the contingent of CJCA members who 
attended the Multicultural Night at the Calgary Hitmen hockey 
game in March.  It was a great afternoon and although the Hitmen 
were not triumphant over the Red Deer team, it was very exciting 
and a lot of fun!” 

mailto:cjcamain@shaw.ca
mailto:mward@CalgaryFlames.com
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HONOURING THE LEGACY 

 

Saluting Ms. Amy Okazaki 
by Cindy Nagata-McMillan 

One cannot have a dialogue about Amy without first acknowledging 

her well-formed family roots.  Amy Okazaki (in pink) was born into one 
of the pioneering families of the Calgary Japanese community.  She 
was the daughter of Joseph Sho Okazaki and Alice Kiyoka Iseda 
Okazaki, who emigrated from Japan. 
 

The Okazaki’s were both born in the Tottori prefecture of Japan in 1900 
(Joseph) and 1910 (Alice) respectively.  In 1917, Mr. Okazaki sailed to 
Canada to join his sister in Mission B.C. to farm.  As a young single man, 
Joseph set off to explore Canada’s offerings from the West Coast to the 
Great Lakes in Eastern Canada.  In 1924, he moved to Calgary to work 
in the restaurant business before landing a job at the Carlton Hotel as a 
bellboy.  In 1928 Joseph returned to Japan and married, before 
resuming his life back in Canada with his lovely bride, Alice.  Mr. 
Okazaki was a multi-faceted man and learned to toil in construction, 
helping to build the Colonel Belcher Hospital until its completion in 
1942, before joining the Swift Canadian Company.  With the 
encouragement of his employers, Joseph and Alice built two broiler 
barns on an acreage that they purchased, raising five and a half 
thousand broilers in each barn.  The Okazaki’s also managed to raise 
and ensure the education of a family of three children:  Albert, a 
theoretical physicist for Atomic Energy of Canada; Amy, a teacher with 
the Calgary Board of Education; and Abraham (Abe), a lawyer and 
mediator who practiced law in Vancouver. 
 

Amy was born in 1931, and realized her formative education in Calgary.  
Teaching was her calling, and being a brilliant student, she attained a 
total of four degrees.  She received her Bachelor of Education at the 
University of Alberta, a Bachelor of Arts at the University of British 
Columbia and her Master of Education at the University of Hawaii.  
Amy also attained her Master of Arts from Columbia University in New 
York City.  Quite remarkably, Amy earned all of her degrees by 
attending summer school.  The only exception was the M. Ed. from the 
University of Hawaii, which she earned while on sabbatical.  Amy 
commenced her teaching career one year after high school and was the 
first teacher of Asian heritage in Calgary.  Amy worked for thirty-seven 
and a half years for the Calgary Board of Education, before retiring in 
1987.   She has been a great friend to the Calgary Japanese Community 
Association, and was one of the original founding members of 
Kotobuki-Kai.  Amy was also a world traveller, who was extremely 
proud of her Japanese heritage and travelled extensively within Japan 
to explore her roots.  During her travels she led a tour to Japan with 
some of her fellow teachers.  Amy’s travels also took her to five 
continents from the Arctic to Argentina, from Asia to Europe, and even 

behind the Iron Curtain in early 1970’s.  After her father’s passing, Amy 
shared her passion for travelling with her Mother.   
 

Amy’s home in Varsity Estates was a museum of all things Japanese, 
and a warehouse for trinkets from her travels around the world.   
Eventually as Amy suffered some health setbacks and was forced to 
settle into a nursing home, her residence was sold and her exquisite 
possessions dispersed during an extraordinary three-day estate sale, 
managed by a professional company and her brother Abe, who flew in 
from Vancouver to oversee the entire process.  It took brother Abe, two 
and a half years of travelling back and forth from Vancouver in order to 
properly prepare and cull back items of interest for that sale.  What did 
not sell within those three-days were donated to various charities 
around the city.  The Okazaki’s generously donated all remaining 
Japanese goods to the Calgary Japanese Community Association to 
disperse of as they saw fit.  Most of these treasures were sold over a 
two-year timeframe at the Japanese New Year’s Party auction ($200), 
Kotobuki’s Sakura Tea ($246) and over two Omatsuri Festivals at the 
CJCA tables ($877).  All products were housed at the residences of the 
Jette’s and Nagata-McMillan’s between events, as they required some 
tender loving care and time for pricing prior to each event.   There were 
a few remnants left over from last year’s Omatsuri, which will be 
creatively offered at other CJCA sponsored events.  Because of the 
generosity extended by Amy Okazaki and her interest in all things 
Japanese, well over $1,000 was raised in support of CJCA’s programs 
and services - a win-win for Amy and the community.   You will also 
spot a magnificent glass encased Japanese samurai doll lovingly 
shipped from Japan during Amy’s travels, now housed within the 
bounds of the Calgary Japanese Community Association for all to 
enjoy.  Arigato Amy-san, as all of your donations have made a 
significant difference to your community! 
 

CJCA COMMUNITY & SENIORS FOUNDATION 

by Shirley Shigematsu 
 

The foundation is a registered charity and graciously 

accepts donations from both public and private sectors. 
(Tax Receipt Issued) 

 

On behalf of CJCA Community and Seniors Foundation, we 

gratefully acknowledge and thank the following who donated to 
the Foundation. It is through such generous contributions that 
the Foundation can sustain itself and continue to provide 
cultural and social services to the Japanese Community. 
 

Tomimoto Family 
 

 

  “The Perfect Gift!” 

OKAGE SAMA DE 
“I am what I am because of you” 
A History of Japanese Canadians 

in the Calgary Area 
$75.00 - Published by CJCA 

(8½ x 11 - hardcover book, 370 
pages, over 600 images 

& CD with 30 interviews) 
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CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN IN CALGARY 

 
Suite 950, 517 – 10th Avenue SW   Calgary, AB   T2R 0A8 

Tel:  (403) 294-0782 or www.calgary.ca.emb-japan.go.jp 

 
 “Like” us at: 

http://www.facebook.compages/Consulate-General-of-
Japan-in-Calgary/1391875607712074 

 

2016 Consul General  
Commendation Ceremony 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO RECIPIENTS:   

Dr. Ted Yoshida (Calgary Japanese Language School),  
Mr. Ted Wada (The Calgary Japanese Festival Omatsuri 

Organizing Committee), Mr. Kevin Kent (Knifewear Inc.), 
 Mr. Yukichi Hattori (Alberta Ballet),  

Ms. Yoko Riley (Educator), Ms. Tae Nosai (Education)  
with Mrs. Tamura & Consul General Tamura 

 

 
Omatsuri Festival Committee:   

Ted Nakatsu, Doug Ohama, Taeko Nagao, Cecilla Chong,  
Ken Huish, Ruth Nagata, Rocky Oishi, Consul General & 

 Mrs. Tamura, Cindy Nagata-McMillan,  
Vice-Consul Yukimi Kurata  & Ted Wada (Committee Chair) 
Photos Courtesy of:  Consul General of Japan in Calgary 

The Omatsuri committee was one of the several recipients of the 

Japanese Consul-General Ryosaku Tamura's commendation this year. 
The committee's outstanding contribution to the mutual 
understanding and friendship between Canada and Japan through the 
Omatsuri festival for the last 5 years was recognized by the Consul-
General.  A commendation ceremony was held on Feb 4th at his 
residence, which the committee members attended and enjoyed the 
lovely evening.  
 

INTRODUCING 
Consul General Kunihiko Tanabe 

 
Curriculum Vitae  

Place of Birth 
Fukui Prefecture, Japan 
Academic background 

Graduated from the Chuo University, Faculty of Law 
Diplomatic Service 

1974 Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA) 
2000 First Secretary, Embassy of Japan in the United Kingdom 

2003 Deputy Director, Protection of Japanese Nationals Div., MOFA 
2004 Deputy Dir., Japanese Nationals Overseas Safety Div., MOFA 

2006 Sr. Deputy Dir., Japanese Nationals Overseas Safety Div., MOFA 

2008 Deputy Director, Personnel Div., MOFA 
2011 Sr. Coordinator for Protection of Japanese Nationals Overseas, MOFA 

2012 Director, Consular Service Div., MOFA 
2013 Counsellor, Embassy of Japan in the United Kingdom 

2016 Consul General of Japan in Calgary 
Others 

Mr. Tanabe has a wife, a daughter, a son and three grandchildren. 
As hobby, he loves playing golf. 

 

All the Best! 
by Shirley Shigematsu/Ted Wada 

 

As you all know by now, Vice-Consul Yukimi Kurata (in blue) left 

Calgary at the end of March for her new posting in Tokyo.  Because of 
all the work that Yukimi has done with and for the Calgary Japanese 
Community and especially the Omatsuri, Ted Wada was gracious 
enough to organize a dinner to honor Yukimi and bid her a fond 
farewell.  The dinner was held on March 24th in a private room at KI, a 
Japanese Fusion Restaurant in downtown Calgary. The food, the 
service and the company was excellent and it turned out to be a 
memorable evening and hopefully one that conveyed to Yukimi how 
much she was appreciated in the Calgary Community.  Even though we 
are sad to see Yukimi go and will miss her, we wish her all the best at 
her next posting. 
 
 

http://www.calgary.ca.emb-japan.go.jp/
http://www.facebook.compages/Consulate-General-of-Japan-in-Calgary/1391875607712074
http://www.facebook.compages/Consulate-General-of-Japan-in-Calgary/1391875607712074
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VOLUNTEERS  
 

 
 

 

 “Keiro-kai” Highlights! 
 

One of the many “volunteer” organized events at CJCA. 
 

 

 

“SAKURA TEA” 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to new Vice-Consul Mai Tomori. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JAPANESE CANADIANS 

by Kevin Okabe 

 
 “Leaving a Proud Legacy for Future Generations” 

180 McPhillips St.  Winnipeg, MB   R3E 2J9 
Tel:  (204) 943-2910 or national@najc.ca or www.najc.ca 

 

 

National Association of  Japanese Canadians 

2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
and CONFERENCE 

September 8 – 11, 2016 
Commemorative Banquet September 10th  

Sheraton Suites Calgary Eau Claire,  
Calgary, Alberta 

Calgary hosts the Annual General Meeting of the National 

Association of Japanese Canadians (NAJC) for the first 
time since 2007 this coming fall 2016.  This time, the 
event will be held in conjunction with a one day National 
Conference, which is open to the public, and will feature 
three concurrent streams of programming: 
 

Honoring our Heritage 

Due to the explosion in interest in exploring one’s own 
genealogy (ancestry), we will be featuring an introductory 
seminar on the subject, to provide some tips on how individuals 
and families can research their own histories.  Resources that 
are of specific interest to Japanese Canadians will be identified, 
and recommendations on how to best preserve photographs 
and documents will be offered.  Suggestions on how to research 
and preserve family histories, in both Canada and Japan will be 
offered. 
 

Larger scale projects such as oral histories and digital 
storytelling will be highlighted as part of an in-depth afternoon 
seminar.   
 

Human Rights – Have We Learned from our History? 

In 1988 the Government of Canada acknowledged and issued a 
formal apology for wrongs committed to Japanese Canadians 
during World War II.  At the time, the Government pledged to 
ensure that the events would never recur. 
 

Recent events and incidents around the world coupled with the 
political rhetoric in North America have heightened the debate 
around human rights, leading to the question:  Have we made 
any progress over the past 50 plus years?   
 

Closer to home, there are still numerous challenges facing us as 
we strive to achieve a diverse and inclusive society.  Have we 
been able to recognize these challenges, and strive to promote 
changes that will help overcome these challenges? 
 

Join us for some thought-provoking dialogue on Human Rights, 
viewed from a context of 2016.   
 

Japanese/Asian Business Network Reinvented 

Individuals and business organizations have long been 
recognized as key supporters that help ensure the success of our 
community-based organizations.  At the same time, very 
successful partnerships can be built between individuals, 
businesses and community organizations to the mutual benefit 
of all involved.  The synergy generated between these three 
groups can yield powerful results and great achievements. 
 

The recently formed Calgary Japanese Community Association 
Business Network has experienced significant growth during the 
past year.  A series of sessions will be developed to explore how 
all parties can work together, using the Calgary network as a 
model to build upon. 
 

Japanese Canadian Young Leaders Conference 

We are proud to announce that the Japanese Canadian Young 
Leaders (JCYLC) will host their 2016 conference in conjunction 
with this National Conference.  The Japanese Canadians Young 
Leaders Conference (JCYLC) is a space for Japanese Canadian 
young people to remember the past, recognize the present, and 
re-imagine the future of the JC community! By prioritizing 
dialogue and empowering young people through workshops, 
heritage tours, panels, and intergenerational discussions, the 
JCYLC offers a unique opportunity for young Japanese 
Canadians to develop, inspire, and lead Nikkei communities 
across the country.  The Calgary conference will be the third in a 
series of annual events organized by the JCYLC. 
 
Banquet Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of 
Japanese Canadian Volunteers in World War I 

2016 is the 100th Anniversary of Japanese Canadian soldiers 
enlisting to fight in World War I.   We are planning a banquet 
along with events and displays to commemorate this 
anniversary, with the hopes of having some of the descendants 
of these soldiers on hand to relate their stories and 
recollections.  Help us honor the families that sacrificed so much 
so that we can enjoy the freedoms that we have today.  The 
banquet will be held on Saturday, September 10, 2016 and 
we plan to feature a fundraising silent auction at the event. 
 
“NAJC AGM & Conference” continued on Page 18. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:national@najc.ca
http://www.najc.ca/
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“NAJC AGM & Conference” continued… 

 

Community Trade Show and Marketplace 

A community trade show and vendor marketplace is also being 
planned in conjunction with the Conference and Banquet.  We 
hope to attract a wide range of community organizations and 
businesses to the marketplace to disseminate information 
about their organization and sell their wares. 
 

For Further Information: 

We expect to release detailed information about all 

of the above including registration forms on the 

CJCA website www.calgaryjca.com.  In the interim, 

if you have an interest in volunteering for the 

organizing committee or putting in a community or 

vendor booth, please contact Kevin Okabe at 

Kevin.okabe@americas.msh-intl.com. 
 

 

NAJC Press Release, April 2016 - Kumamoto Earthquake 

As you probably know the Kumamoto Prefecture has been struck by 

many earthquakes over the past 4 days. Michael Gaade, Political Affairs 
Aide, Consulate-General of Japan - Toronto has provide two links if you 
wish to provide financial donations:  Regarding financial donations to 
Japanese relief efforts, the Kumamoto prefectural government has set 
up a donation page, in English, which can be found at: 
http://www.pref.kumamoto.jp/kiji_15456.html?type=top 
The Japanese Red Cross is also accepting monetary donations; 
however, their donation page is only available in Japanese: 
http://www.jrc.or.jp/contribution/160415_004208.html 

 

 
Trudeau Cabinet Converges in Kananaskis 

by Naoko & Kevin Okabe 

Kananaskis played host to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his 

cabinet during their retreat April 24-26.  Noticeably absent were the 
strict security and controls that were put in place when Kananaskis 
hosted the world at the G8 summit back in 2002.  Tourist and visitors 
alike wandered the grounds while the cabinet, numerous aides, security 
staff and media scurried from meeting to meeting. 
 

While the ministers and aides spent most of their time in meetings, 
Kananaskis residents were treated to glimpses of the cabinet as they 
walked between their hotel rooms and the meeting rooms, or while 
they grabbed a bite to eat or some coffee.  It was an honour to serve 
some of these VIPs at our little deli (Moose Family Kitchen) in 
Kananaskis Village and a treat to watch the final press conference held 
by Prime Minister Trudeau, as members of his cabinet looked on. 

COMMUNITY CORNER 
 

2016 National Merit Award Recipients 

The National Association of Japanese Canadians provides to its 

member organizations the Merit Award to recognize leadership 
and outstanding service to the local community. Nominations 
are submitted to the CJCA Board of Directors for consideration.  
Recipients are recognized for their contributions as valued 
leaders, volunteers and exceptional members of the Calgary 
community. 
 

Keiko Otsuki 
Since 1998, the Calgary Sogetsu 
Ikebana Group has been a fixture at the 
Nikkei Centre.  Sogetsu Ikebana, is a 
cultural activity enjoyed by many, 
thanks to the skill, creativity and 
knowledge of Mrs. Keiko Otsuki.  Keiko 
has great passion for the artistry of this 
traditional Japanese floral art.  What 
sets the Sogetsu School apart from 
other forms of ikebana is that anyone 
can enjoy Sogetsu ikebana at anytime, 
anywhere and using any materials.  

Keiko has travelled far and wide to attend conferences and 
increase the scope of her knowledge to bring her findings and 
new techniques back to her students.  She has devoted her time 
and energy for years to share this beautiful art form with the 
western world she finds herself in.   In addition to teaching 
Sogetsu Ikebana to students at the CJCA, Keiko has also taught 
at High River, Lee Valley Tools, and Mount Royal University.  
She received the encouragement and support of the Consulate 
General of Japan for promoting Japanese culture and received 
an award in 2010 for her devotion to this beautiful art form. 
 

Ruth Nagata 
Ruth has been a force in the Calgary 
community for so many years.  She is a 
woman that knows no bounds and 
makes every instance an opportunity 
to both promote and support the many 
organizations within the broad realm 
of the Calgary Japanese community 
and beyond. She is actively involved in 

both the Kotobuki organization as well as CJCA.  As the 
backbone of the CJCA History project, it was her tenacity and 
perseverance that saw the project brought to such a successful 
conclusion. Ruth’s every thought (not devoted to her family) is 
always looking for how she can do her most to help whatever 
project, event, committee, group, friend or stranger. She is 
always reaching for that little bit more and she’s always trying to 
bring along anyone she meets along the way.  She won’t take no 
for an answer and we all love that most about her.  She is a hard 
act to follow or even keep up to. 
 

Congratulations to these very special individuals! 
 

http://www.calgaryjca.com/
mailto:Kevin.okabe@americas.msh-intl.com
http://www.pref.kumamoto.jp/kiji_15456.html?type=top
http://www.jrc.or.jp/contribution/160415_004208.html
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MISSION STATEMENT 

“To promote and maintain Japanese culture in  

Calgary and District.” 
 

 

MANY THANKS! 
To article contributors, proof-readers, photographers & 
illustrators. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
The “2016” CJCA Membership Application form is located at 
the end of the newsletter.  Members only will receive an 
additional “Monthly” E-Newsletter. 
 

ADVERTISING? 
Advertising options and rates are available through the 
office. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
WANTED:  Board Directors, Committee Chairpersons 
 
 
 
 

 

“For your convenience…” 

NAKAGAMA’S JAPANESE FOOD & GIFTWARE 
We will be at the Centre on from 11 am to 3 pm: 

Wednesday, June 29, 2016  
Saturday, August 13, 2016 (Omatsuri Festival) 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
Wednesday, December (TBD), 2016 

 

LIBRARY HOURS 
Monday thru Friday during office hours or first Saturday  
(1-4 pm) and third Sunday (11-12 pm). (Subject to change.) 
 

LOST & FOUND 
Unclaimed items will be disposed of on a regular basis. 
 

LOOKING FOR A VENUE? 
Contact the office for a variety of hall rental options! 
 

CJCA LOGO 
Designed by Eugene Ouchi (1943 - 2010) 
 
 

 
 

REMINDER 

WEBSITE & PHOTO GALLERY: 

www.calgaryjca.com 
 

   

Centre Notes 

http://www.calgaryjca.com/


CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 20 

 

 

 
 
 
 

CJCA ADVERTISERS 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 21 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 22 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 23 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 24 

 

 

 
 
 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 25 

 

 

 
 
 
 



CALGARY JAPANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 26 

 

 

CJCA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 

 


